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Abstract

This study was conducted under the title of the factors affecting female student academic
achievement in Aba-fransoa secondary school in grade 12 .The objective of the study was to
investigate the major factors that affect the academic achievement of female students. The
researcher was used a descriptive type of research design because such type of research design
is marked by the prior formulation of a specific research problem and to obtain complete and
adequate information. Qualitative and quantitative research approaches are also used in this
study; Qualitative research approach is amounts of data gathering method that is viewed as
sensitizing ideas or terms that enhance our understanding. The researchers used method was
purposive sampling and simple random sampling regarding two questionnaires prepared for
female students and teachers and interview was prepared for principal. The already gathered
data from the representatives was carefully arranged and categorized in to suitable form and
then merged in to similar group and finally converted in the percentages. To determine the
sample size the researcher, use (Yeman, 1967) formula, because of the most popular and it is
easy to determine or calculate the sample size. Then after, the whole data were accurately
interpreted. The major findings were school related factor, parental involvement and income
were major findings affect female student academic achievement. In doing so, the study point out
to solve the problem school principal, teachers, community, parent and female student them

solves should be involved to allied this problem.
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CHAPTER ONE

1. Introduction

1.1. Background of the study
Academic  achievement is the learning outcome of female students at school, college or
university at the end of the semester or year. It may be accessed through the teacher prepared

tests that can measure achievement of female students (An end, 2008).

The academic achievement of female students can be influenced by a number of factors either
positively or negatively. Some international studies show that factors associated with family
background significantly affect the academic achievement of the female students Mathwos
(2000). Literature suggests that different factors that influences academic achievement of female

students.

The main factors according to literature is family background toward their child education, lack
of motivation Fieore (2004),parental involvement, Levison (2002) school environment etc. are
impact academic achievements of female students. Other studies according to Mathwos (2000)
by referring Maslow (1954) background health condition of female students, school
environment, parental involvement and other societal factors not only expert a great influence on
the female students’ attitude towards learning, but also affect the achievement of female

students.

The school related and factors the personality of the teachers are very determinant in female
students learning and their performance, because teacher is primary responsible to shape and
direct female students. Thus, the teacher should motivate female students to make them better

achievers in their academic performance.

Teachers who have an understanding of this should expect maximum achievement and good
relationship with their female students. If there is positive climate between teachers and female
student, female student learn better and improve their academic achievement Eliot, (2000). The
main factors according to literature is family background toward their child education. Lack of
motivation (Fiore 2004) parental involvement (levison, 2002) school environment etc. Are

influence academic achievement of female student most of the study on the problem associated

1



with poor academic achievement of female student has been conducted in economically
developed countries such as U.S.A and Britain therefore it would be beneficial to examine the
different types of problems associated with poor academic achievement of the female students in
high school in developing countries like Ethiopia. Federal ministry of education (MOE) has
prepared general education quality improvement program implementation manual in 2009 these
manual has include curriculum reform and implementation, provision of teaching and learning
material assessment and examination etc. to improve quality education and focus on delivering
quality education, simply the achievement of specific programs, goals, or objectives, at
maximum, scale full agreement between parents, teachers educational managers and female
students to improve problem of poor academic achievement. So the repetition rate is decreasing
according to the data from 1994-1998 collected by (MOE).

According to Gurage zone education office the data collected in 2003 and 2004 from schools of
Gubrye town the female student score low achievements. This show schools that when we
compare with other schools of other town the academic achievement of female students is low.
As above mentioned these problem were seen in Aba fransoa secondary school. Therefore, the
poor academic achievement problem is the major in most Ethiopian high school in general and

Aba fransoa secondary school in Particular.



1.2. Statement of the problem
Robinson(1993) and Engine Dewir (2009) argued that sizeable research has consistently show
that female student academic achievement has influenced by background of family
characteristics such as socio-economic status, parental level education occupation and income.
From this factor parental level education and income has the most significantly affect female
student academic performance.As Hogue (1990) indicated the key variables is female student
interpretation of situations not classroom characteristics. Appositive school environment is
characterized by state and female student cohesiveness high morale and an environment where
caring mutual respect and trust are evidence. Schiller et al (2000) argued that regardless of
national context, parents who have more educated appear better able to provide their children
with the academic and social support important for educational success when compared to
parents with less educated. According to Siavin (2006) stated that all female students are
motivated some female student are motivated and more to socialize or watch television that do
school morel. According, to Slavin (2006) students from income (low capacity) society are place
at risk for school failure by the characteristic of the community they live and the school they
attend for example, school funding in most area of unit states is correlated socio with

socioeconomic status.

According to Nayok and Rao (2004) and Elliot (2000) different factor like class size, lack of
motivation, low self-esteem etc. are influence female student academic achievement. Thus, the
purpose of this study is to identify factors that affect female student academic achievement of
Aba fransoa Secondary school. In the last three years from our project work of different course.
Thus based on observation during that time, the researcher to identify factors that affect female
student academic achievement in my study in Aba fransoa secondary school. Accordingly based
on the above points the study would attempt to identify the problems related to factors affecting

academic achievement of female students.

1.3.  Basic question
1. What are the major factors affecting female student academic achievement?
2. How these factors affect academic achievement of female students?

3. What is the impact of large class size on female student performance?



1.4. Objectives of the study
1.4.1. General objective

The main objective of the study was to investigate the major factors affecting the academic

achievement of female student in Aba fransoa secondary school

1.4.2. Specific objectives
The specific objectives of the study was

e To examine factors that affects academic performance of female students.
e To investigate how those factors affect female student academic achievement.

e To identify the impact of large class size on female student performance.

1.5. Significance of the study

The study would have the following benefits

e The study helps female students and teachers to understand how to improve the female
student’s academic achievement for success in their education.

e It might help teacher and school principal to aware about the problem of low academic
achievements.

e Provide suggestion to Gubrye town education office school director female student and
community at large to minimize the influence of factors on female student academic
achievements.

e For other researcher may take this study as reference for conducting others similar

research.

1.6. Delimitation of the study

The scope of this study would delimited to the factors affecting academic achievement of female
students the case of Aba fransoa secondary school. But the researcher would not able to conduct
a very large research because of lack of finance and lack of secondary data regarding to factor
affecting academic achievement of female students of the school and lack of enough time for

study.



1.7. Definition of key terms
There can be different meaning or definition for one concept according to different individuals.

So most of time terms seem to be defined on the basis of research problem. These terms are:
Factors: A factors that defines a system and determine as or limits performance

Academic achievement: It is the performance of female students during school time whether

semester or year.

School climate: is characteristics that distinguish the school from other organization that

influence the behavior of the people in organization.

Secondary school: is an education institution where the second stage of the three schooling

1.8. Limitation of the study

The researcher has faced different problems while conducting the study. Some of this includes

e Shortage of money and time to collect the data.
e Some respondents were unwilling in giving the necessary information.
e Shortage of reference materials for review of the related literature.

e Shortage of internet access.



CHAPTER TWO

2. Review of literature

This chapter would review different literatures that are related with different factors that
associated with factors affecting female student academic achievement as following. Concept of
academic achievement, factors that affecting female student academic achievement line parental
involvements, school environment, lack of motivation, family background, socioeconomic

condition, attitude family toward their child education etc. are listed as follow.

2.1. Concepts of Academic Achievement
In managing the work structure of the school. Principals do not affect academic achievement of
individual female students in the same manner that teachers do that is through direct classroom
instruction, however, through school decision made about. For example formulating school goals
and communicating expectations, allocating necessary resources, supervising a positive orderly

environment of learning (Hellinger and Leith wood 1991).

The academic performance of female students can be affected by a number of factors some
studies have shown that factor associated with family background significantly affect academic

achievement of female student (Chopra 1967 and Danghrty 1981).

2.2. Factors that contribute to female student academic achievement
Factors related to female student achievement are numerous some of the factors that contribute to
female student academic achievement are include school environment, socio-economic factors,
lack of motivation, family background, parental involvement, health conditions and low self -

esteem are factors that significantly affect female student academic achievement.

2.2.1. School environment
School environment in clued school climate and culture that expressed through various activities

and social environment around school and how perceived it.

As Hogue (1990) indicated the key variables is female student interpretation of situations not
classroom characteristics. Appositive school environment is characterized by state and female

student cohesiveness high morale and an environment where caring mutual respect and trust are



evidence; these factors are enhanced by opportunities to participation decision, deep
environmental activities and high level of communication. As the school environment has a great
deal with success and the morale of its staff. School environment found are founded on the belief
and values of stake holders and governed by deeply in grained none have the power to create or
destroy the academic focus of school. For school to raise the performance of female students and
other stake holders that culture of schooling in many cases must change.

For it is the culture of a school that the system of norms, values, beliefs and behavior that forms
the foundation on which academic achievement rests (Fiore 2004). A healthy school physical
environment is for female students. The physical environment includes a properly swept clean
school, well displaying female student’s work, an open play ground with play equipment and etc.
these all have an influence on female students learning (Nayate A.K and R,A,V K 2004). To
promote female student’s academic achievement organizing and explaining materials in ways

appropriate to female student ability is crucial.

2.2.2. School Facilities

It is quite known that clean, quiet, safe, comfortable and health environments are an important
components of successful teaching and learning. On this account the literature indicates that
some of structural features of schools that impact female student achievement include in Door air

quality lighting and facilities that support delivery of curricular programmer like libraries etc.

2.2.3. Family attitude towards their children education

The family attitude towards the education of their children makes significant difference in the
classroom achievements of female students. Parents may not be present in the classroom but,
they have per found influence on the way children view school and learning. Study on this area
or literature written by Garber and Benn, (1992). states that, the extent to which the parent
supports he school objectives, directly affects their children education and academic
achievement low parents expectation from their children reflect the parent own education
experience and parents themselves encountered difficulties in school. They may exercise

negative impact on their children attitude, expectation and performance (Garber and Ben 1992).



2.2.4. Family Characteristics

Schiller et al (2000) argued that regardless of national context, parents who have more educated
appear better able to provide their children with the academic and social support important for
educational success when compared to parents with less educated. The writers argued that
several studies have demonstrated an increased number of children in the family lead to less
favorable child out come, it is reasonable to suppose through mechanism of resource dilution
Blake (1989) children from larger families have been found to have less favorable home

environment, and lower level of verbal facilities.

2.2.5. Parents involvement

Successful parental involvement can be defined as the active, ongoing participation of parents or
primary care given in the education of his or her child. The most basic involvement of parents in
their child’s schooling is provision of basic needs (Fuller and Heyneman 1999). The result of
many studies and activities in school districts and states contributed to the development of a
frame work that involves some type of parental involvements as Levinson (2000) by referring
(Epslein 1995) brief stated the following types of involvements which are needed in school is
comprehensive programs of partnership. Parents can also participate in committees, parent
teacher organizations and other groups involved in decision making for the school. A parents feel
a sense of ownership at school when they know they were involved in creating a policy,
providing an activity for female students or changing policy. Academically female students have
higher tests scores, higher graduation rates, mores homework completion rates when parents are
involved (Fuller and Olsen 1999).When parents are involved in their child’s education female

student academic and social lives show the effects.

2.2.6. Family Background

In many case family background and female student’s academic achievement are un separable,
because the life status of family has greater impact on student’s learning. For instance, Children
of poor family experience more health problems and low educational status highly affect female
student’s academic performance. They also suffer more accident and exposed to greater stress
which can lead to behavioral and emotional problems and academic difficulty for female
students. Family attitudes towards the education of their children make significant difference in



the classroom achievement of female student. The extent to which the parents support the

school’s objectives directly affect their children academic performance (Elliot 2000).

Many female students from low- income families receive an up bringing that is less consistent
with what they will be expected to do in school than that of middle class female student. Female
students from dis advantage home are less likely to have access to health care. These factors can
delay cognitive development which also affect school readiness. Low income family, lack
resource of all kinds to help their children succeed (Siavin 2006).

The parents are also likely to expose their children to learning experiences outside the home,
such as museums, concerts and zoos. They are more likely to be able to help their children
succeed in school and to be involved in their education and them demands high academic

achievement from their children (Siavin, 2006).

2.2.7. Lack of motivation

Motivation is also influence the academic achievement of female student. Motivation is
differently influence different individual on the same status. According to Siavin (2006) stated
that all female students are motivated some female student are motivated and more to socialize
or watch television that do school morel. The educator job is not to increase motivation peers but
to discover, prompt, and sustain female Students motivation to learn and to engage in activities
the lead to learning.

Motivation has been a central contract in both educational and psychological research (Weiner
1990) defined motivation as “an internal state that a rouses us to action pushes in particular
directions and keeps us ended in certain activities. According to (Elliot 2000) who was combined
both cognitive and behavioral elements in his explanation of motivation states that female
student who come to school are all able, and often very using to imitate, female students
academic achievement affected through lack of motivation. As (Elliot 2000). State motivation of
female students affected by different motives among them the most crucial motives that affect
motivation of students would be anxiety, curiosity. Learned helplessness and luck of self-
efficacy. This motives hindered female students no to perform according to their entire potential
(Elliot, 2000). The other scholar (Goarge 2006) stated the concept of motivation as tendency to



expand effort to achieve a goal. It is also a context in which students are motivated to learn and
to be effective in their learning.

There are various ways in which these contexts may be established. For example, if female
students are to take ownership and responsibility for their own learning they need to be involved
in selecting what it is they are learning and in planning how that learning might take place.
Technology may also help to arouse female student motivation that interim results in high
academic achievement. The achievement of female students can be increases through utilization
of different motivational devices which can cause and sustain interest for purpose of causing the
female student to perform in desired way example, female students who are reluctant to express
their opinion in class may fell able to respond in their own time in a given common environment
(Goarge, 2006). (Dweck and Elliot 1983) states that demonization and poor educational
qualification of teachers were found to be cause for poor quality teaching which intern results in

poor performance on the side of female students.

2.2.8. Class Size
Many teachers of large class feel they spend too much time on organizing and managing class

activities and not enough on meeting the needs of individual female students.

Large class and overcrowded class rooms have negative effect on female student behavior and

academic achievement some of the problem with large class size are;

v" It hinders to give advice and guidance to individuals female students.

v' There can be technical problem working with large class for example difficult in
projecting slides that are clearly visible to all female students.

v" It may encourage female students to cut the classes since monitoring of attendance can be
difficult.

v’ Laboratory sessions and field work can be difficult and etc.

However in smaller class size, female student receive more individual attention, flexibility to
various teaching and learning activities will be provided, group work can be employed
effectively and flexibly, better quality and feed back to female students will take place and more
opportunity for active learning will be given for female students. It also female students can

achieve best academically. (Nayok and Rao, 2004).
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2.2.9. Socio Economic Factors

Female students differ in many things. They differ in performance level learning rate, and
learning style as well as they differ in social class. Some have dis abilities and some are gifted in
one or more areas. These and other differences can have a greater implication for instruction and
female students learning (Siavin R.E, 2006) one important way in which female students differ
from one others is in social class. Even in small rural town in which all most every one is the
same in ethnicity and religion, the children of the town bankers, doctors and teacher probably
have a different up bringing from that experienced by the children of most farm hands or

domestic owners.

Sociologist define social class (socio-Economic female students in terms of an individual
income. Occupation, education and prestige in society social class in dictates more than the level
of income and education. Along with social class goals a pervasive set of behavior exceptions
and attitudes which in testing with and are affected by other crucial factors female students social
class organizing are likely to have profound effected on attitudes and behaviors in school.
Female students from working class (lower class) are less likely to than middle class female
students to enter school knowing how to count, to name letters to cut with scissors or to name
letter to cut with scissors or to name color. They are less likely to perform in school than the

female students from middle class homes (Slavin, 2006).

According, to Slavin (2006) students from income (low capacity) society are place at risk for
school failure by the characteristic of the community they live and the school they attend for
example, school funding in most area of unit states is correlated socio with socioeconomic
status. Middle class female students are likely attend schools with greater resources, better paid

teachers and other advantages.

The lack of resource can significantly affect female student achievement. In very impoverished
neigh boyhoods, crime, lack of pas live role model, inadequate social and health services and

other actors can create an environment that undermines children’s motivation and achievement.

11



2.2.10. Female Student Characteristics

Female Student characteristics refers to female student wellbeing, perception of the school
environment motivation, involvement in scholastic and co-curricular activities and efforts of
female student. Perception of female student on parental support and involvement and locus of
control in all areas have significant effect on female student academic achievement (Engin-
Demir 2009).

Heady (2003) argued that there is negative relationship between academic achievement and
work. Female student’s perception that their parents are involved and interested in school and
encourage them to do well are positively related to academic achievement. Through their
involvement parents convey message, that school is important and provide their children with
positive emotional experience in relation to school (Engin Demir 2009).

12



CHAPTER THREE

3. METHODOLOGY

3.1. Research design
The researcher was used a descriptive type of research design because such type of research
design is marked by the prior formulation of a specific research problem and to obtain complete
and adequate information. Qualitative and quantitative research approaches are also used in this
study; Qualitative research approach is amounts of data gathering method that is viewed as

sensitizing ideas or terms that enhance our understanding.

3.2. Sources of data

To obtain accurate information the study was use two types of data sources those are primary and
secondary data. The main source of data for the study was collected from Aba fransoa secondary
school. The primary data was collected through questionnaires and interviews. Secondary data
can also help the researcher to collect the relevant information for the study; these secondary
sources of data for the study are gathered through books, newspapers, and documentary records

of the organization’s working environment.

3.3. Population of the Study
The population of the study were grade 12 female students (220) in number and 67 teachers

generally, the total populations under study account about 287 people.

3.4. Sample size and Sampling Techniques
The researcher was preferred in this particular study for sampling was simple random sampling
and purposive sampling technique (because of) in which out of 220 total of female student’s 69

students would be selected.

To determine the sample size the researcher, use (Yeman, 1967) formula, because of the most

popular and it is easy to determine or calculate the sample size.

n= N/1+N (e) E=0.1 (10%) N=220
n="?

13



Where n= sample size solution n=220/1+220(0.1)?

N= Total population n=220/1+2.2
E=errors n=220/3.2=69 n=69

Due to time limit and budget and to make research manageable it was difficult to collect data
from whole population. There are 16 sections grade 12 in Aba fransoa secondary school. In these
sections the total number of female students are 220 from this total number of female students 69
are selected by simple random sampling, all teacher’s 67 were selected and also 1 principal is
selected by used purposive sampling. Simple random sampling used each element of population
has equal chance of being selected and provide appropriated data for our purpose. Purposive
sampling helps the researcher to select certain groups or individuals for relevance to the issue
being studied. Generally 136 subjects were selected as a sample from the total number of 287

population.

3.5. Data Collection Instruments
The data collected for this study is the rough both questionnaire and interview both open-ended
and close questions used. Open-ended questions ware used due to the assumption that the
respondents might not influenced by predetermined set of responses or alternatives and contritely

express their views and ideas about the issue under study.

The respondents were asked to provide their feeling about problems facing them. Close-ended
questions would also employed, because the respondents would also asked to Selected his/her
answers from among a list provided by the researcher.

3.5.1. Questionnaire ¢
Questionnaire was prepared to get the necessary large amount of information within short period
of time. It was developed in the form of open and closed ended based on literature review and
basic questions. It is prepared for sample students and teachers. It objective was to find out what

a selected group of respondents do, think or fell.

3.5.2 Interview
Interview was prepared for school principal through face to face communication to obtained

reliable data about factors affecting female student academic achievements
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3.6. Method of data analysis
The data was analyzed in both quantitatively and qualitatively. The data collected by
questionnaire were analyzed by used quantitative method by used table and the data collected by
interview was analyzed by qualitative methods, by used context by giving each interview a
number or code by breaking up field in to sections identified by data etc.

3.7. Ethical Consideration
The researcher was look at the following before being went to collect data the researcher had
gone permission from school management through support letter of educational planning and

managements department. Then data was collected base on the consents of participants
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CHAPTER FOUR

4.1. Data Presentation Analysis and Interpretation
This chapter deals with the presentation and analysis of the collected data. Data collected from
samples of female students, teachers and principals. All data were obtained through
questionnaire and interview. A total of 136 questionnaires were prepared and distributed, for
female student 69 for teachers 67 and interview responses from principals were used as valid

evidence for the study.

Therefore, the following sections presents characteristics of respondents, followed by main body
of research paper (issue related with family background and socio-economic status class size,
school environment, family attitude towards their children education, lack of motivation etc.

4.2. Characteristics of respondents
Studying and analyzing background information of respondents is very important for the study
because the age, sex, educational qualification, experience etc. information which are critical
points when analyzing the response of respondents. Hence table 1 below is going to present the
characteristics of respondents as follows.
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Table 1. Characteristics of respondents

Items Alternative Respondents
Female students Teachers
1 Sex No % No %
Male 0 0 50 74.62
Female 69 100 17 25.37
Total 69 100 67 100
2 Age 15-19 60 86.95 - -
20-24 7 7.25 - -
25-29 4 5.79 2 3
30 and above | - - 65 97
Total 69 100 67 100
3 Your educational Certificate - - - -
qualification Diploma - - - _
Degree - - 64 95.52
Masters - - 3 4.48
Total - - 67 100
4 Teaching experience <3 - - - -
4-10 - - 3 4.48
11-15 - - 41 61.19
>16 - - 23 34.32
Total - - 67 100

Table 1 above illustrates the distribution of respondents by sex, age, educational qualification
and teaching experience. It can be seen from the table 100% were female students. In addition
sex matrix of teachers indicated 74.62% of them are male teachers also 25.37% were female
teachers. In the same table item two indicates that age distribution or respondents. It reveals that
majority of female students were 86.95% and 7.25% categorized in the age of (15-19) and (20-
24) respectively. Similarly teachers age were 97% were between (30 and above) and 5.79% them
were (25-29). Hence the majority of respondents who complete the questionnaire were young
and energetic to provide their cooperation which ensure the validity of the study. Regarding to
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their qualification 95.52% were degree holders, (4.48%, masters holders concerning their year of
service (4.48%) Were (4-10%) years, (61.19%) were (11-15) years, (34.32%) were (> 16) years

of services.

4.2.1 School environment
School environment include school climate and culture that expressed through various activities
and social environment around school and how perceived it. As school environment is reference
to various activities and social environmental facilities and resources in and around the school
and how they are being used have an influence on the performance of female students. The table

below shows responses teachers and female students on school environment data.

18



Table 2. Responses students of female and teachers on school environment data

Items Alternative Respondents
Students Teachers
Which of the following | School related | No % No %
factors is highly influences | factor 31 44927 | 24 35.80
female student’s academic | Motivation 9 13.043 |4 6
achievement? factor
Economic factor | 20 28.986 | 26 38.80
Environment 6 8.696 13 19.40
related factor
Other 3 4348 |- -
Total 69 100 67 100
Student centered | - - 19 28.36
Which types of | approach
instructional method do you | Teacher - - - -
employ in the class room? | centered
approach
Both - - 48 71.64
Other - - - -
Total - 67 100
Do you think that your Yes - - 63 94
school environment affect | No - - 4 6
female student academic Total - - 67 100
achievement?
Does your teachers use | Yes 63 91.304 | - -
variety of instructional | No 6 8.696 | - -
methods and allow active | Total 69 100 - -
involvement of female
students?
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5 Is there any relationship | Yes - - 11 16.41

between the school and | No - - 56 83.58
parent? Total - - 67 100
6 Do you use varieties of | Yes - - 50 74.62
instructional methods while | No - - 17 25.38
you are teaching Total - - 67 100

7 What is characteristics of | Mutual respect | 35 50.725 | - -

relationship between female | Female student | 24 34.782 | - -

students and staff? respect

As indicated in the above table 2, in response to factors affecting female students academic
achievements school related factor (44.927%) motivation factor (13.043%), economic related
factor (28.986%), environmental related factor (8.696%) and other (4.348%) were identified.
This implies that school related factor and economic related factors are highly influence female
student academic achievement , where as teachers data show (35.80%) school related factor
(6%) motivation factor, economic factor (38.80) and (19.40) environmental related factors are

significantly affecting female student academic achievement.

According to the result of interview obtained from school principal the major factors (problems)
that affect female student academic achievement in schools are various. According to principal
responded the response, economic problem, family back ground ness decrease quality of school
dropout, absenteeism, time usage, female student’s discipline, low awareness of family to ward
education of children, number of female student in the class are major factor, that are negatively

affecting female student academic performances.

On item 2, the instructional method of teaching teachers employ in the class show that (28.36%)
female student centered approach and (71.64) both instructional method of teaching. This
indicates that employing only female student centered method cannot increase female student

achievement.

As it can be seen from the same table, item no 3 show the data collected from teachers school
environment have affect female student academic achievement. Accordingly (94%) were agreed

to this and (5.97%) of them were disagreed that school environment can not affect female student
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academic achievement. This indicates school environment has great impact on female student
academic achievement. In the same table, item no 4 indicates 91.304% of female students are
agreed whether the teacher use different instructional methods and apply active involvement of
female students while 8.696% of female students are not agreed the teachers use different

instructional methods and apply active involvement of female students.

The above table, item no 5 indicates the relationship between parent and school is not positive.
Accordingly 16.41% of teacher replied that there is a good relationship between family and
83.58% of teacher response show the school parent relationship is not good. According
to open-ended question some family not support their child in education because of lack of
information and awareness about education, distance from school, self-esteem and less
relationship with each other. Because on these reason they do not support their children

according to collected data.

As table 2 item no 6 indicates (74.62%) of teachers are agreed whether the teaching use different
instructional methods and apply active involvement of female students while (25.38%) of
teachers are not agreed the teachers use different instructional methods and apply active

involvement of female students.

Regarding characteristics of relationship between female students and staff shown on item no 7
(50.725%) of the respondents mutual respect and (34.782%) were female students respect and

the rest (14.493%) were teachers only respect female student respect.
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4.2.2. Class size

Different literature suggests that large class size and overcrowded class rooms have negative
effect on female student behaviors and academic achievement of female students. So the data

collected from respondents were shown in the table below.

Table 3 The distribution of female student in one class room and its impact

No Item Response
Alternative | Student Teachers
No % No %
1 How many female students | 30-35 - - - -
are learned in one class | 35-40 18 26.087 |7 10.45
room? 45-50 21 30435 |29 58.20
50-70 30 43478 |21 31.34
70 and | - - - -
above
Total 69 100 67 100
2 Does large class size affect | Yes 60 86.957 |58 86.56
your academic performance | No 9 13.043 |9 13.43
Total 69 100 67 100

As table 3 above in dictates number of female students accumulated in the class room are 30-35
of the respondents disagreed that number of female student learned in one class room and
26.087% of the response claimed 35-40 female students per class and 30.435% of the
respondents are agreed that 45-50, number of female students in a class and 43.478% of the
respondents state 50-70 number of female students learn in one class room and (no percent) of
respondents says above 70 and above female student were learned in one class room. The data
collected from teachers are shows opposite of the female student responses. That means 10.45%
respondent responded one class room contains 35-40 and 10.45% of them agreed that, number of
female students in one class room is 45-50 female students. This shows largeness of class have in

most cases influence female student academic achievement.
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In the same table, item No 2 shows from the total number of respondents (86.957%) agreed that
class size can affect female student academic performance as well as (13.043%) were agreed
that class size cannot affect female student academic achievement. Majority of female students
agreed on large class size affects performance of female students. Small class size are better than
large class size and it more comfortable to study in small classes. In small class size is that
teacher can work every female students individually, because teachers approach has big impact

to academic achievements of female students.

This shows that majority of female students show that impact of large class size on their large
class size achievement. The female students those disagreed with affected of large class size, said
that large class size does in to affecting on academic achievement of female students because at
first everything depends female students. If he/she understand material well the achievement will
be good .On the above table 3 item no.2 majority of teachers (86.56%) were agreed that the
large class size can affect female student academic achievement and (13.43%) of teachers were

disagreed with impact of large class size.

As open ended question majority of teachers were agreed on large class size can affects female
Students academic achievement. They said that, large class size can affect to give continues
assessment as well as to take regular attend once and to organize peer group when a group work

and discussion is necessary.

It also affect to communicate each female students in the class room and difficult to evaluate
individual female students in short period of time, in the addition, it is impossible to control or

manage large class room and check where they are attending or not.

4.2.3 Family background and socio-economic status.
In many cases family background and female student’s academic achievement are un separable,
because the life status on family has greater impact on female student learning. The data

collected from respondents shown in table below.
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Table 4. Economic and educational status on family

Item Alternative Responses
No Students Teachers
No % No %
1 | What is the economic | Rich 10 14.493 - -
status of your family? Middle 43 62.319 - -
Poor 16 23.188 - -
Total 69 100 - -
2 | What is your family’s | Illiterate 10 14.493 - -
educational background? | Primary 38 55.072 - -
educational
Secondary | 15 21.739 - -
education
Other 6 8.696 - -
Total 69 100 - -

As indicates in the above table item no 1 shows majority of female students parent were middle
economically, from this (62.319%) (14.493%) and (23.188%) were middle, rich and poor family
respectively. So proportion of family categorized in to middle economically, in the same table,
item no 2 show that (55.072%) of the respondents parents educational level is primary education
and (21.739%) were secondary level education. Also (14.493%) were illiterate and the rest
(8.696%) were other. This shows that educational background or level of family education is

less. This have its own impact.

According to interview result obtained from school principal the participation of community to
improve problem of low female student academic achievement. Rich family have educated their
children in private school and children of poor and middle family learned in this school. For
example, calling 950 female students set on national example, among of these who joined
preparatory school every year is 200, only. According to evidence from school principal show

there is low Students academic achievement
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4.2.4. Motivation related factor
Motivation is differently influence different individual on the same status. It is the main factors
that affect female student academic performance according to collected data from the

respondent.

Table 5. Factor related with motivation and its response

No Item Responses
Response | Students Teachers
No % No %

1 Do you have motivation | Yes 30 43.478 -

to learn? No 39 56.522 -
Total 69 100 -

2 Do you have guidance | Yes 25 36.232 -
and counseling service | No 44 63.768 -
from your family? Total 69 100 -

3 Do you motivate and | Yes - - 67 100
advice your female | No - - - -
students? Total - - 67 100

4 What is the motivation | Excellent | - - - -
of the female students in | Very good | - - 47 70.15
the class? Good - - 16 23.88

Poor 4 5.99
Total 67 100

5 Do parent schooling and | Yes - - 56 83.58
income has impact on | No - - 11 16.42
female Students | Total - - 67 100
academic achievement?
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In the above table, item no 1 show that female student were asked whether, they have motivation
to learn or not. Accordingly (43.478%) of female students agreed that they have no motivation to

learn and (56.521%) were responded they have interest to learn.

Father request was made for female students with less motivation and the reason were luck of

economy (poor family) and shortage of facilities that initiate female student to learn.

According to the above table, item no 2 regarding guidance and consoling service, out of total
respondents (36.232%) were assumed guidance and counseling service, and (63.768%) were
responded there is no enough guidance and counseling service.

Accordingly, the data collected from teachers illustrates that all teachers (100%) agreed that they
motivate and advice their female students. Degree of motivation was also stated very Good
which account (70.15%) and (23.88%) of responses marked as good and only (5.97%) of

responses as poor.

According to result of interview obtained from school principal, teachers are encouraged and
motivated by praising, giving educational opportunity, giving beneficiary materials for teacher
and encouraging other concerned body helps to increase female student academic achievement.
School principal suggested that the school should work a lot on facilitating library and guidance
and counseling service moreover and facilitates with necessary material like up to data books and
important references. In general, different literature suggest that, when we compare above data
with literature demotivation and poor educational qualification of teachers were found to be the
cause for poor quality of teaching which in turn result in poor performance on side of female
student Elliot (1983).

As shown in the above table, item no 5 parent schooling and income, (83.58%) of teachers were
agreed that parent schooling and income has direct impact on female student academic
achievement, whereas (16.42%) claimed that parent schooling (involvement of parent) and

income have no impact on female student academic performance.

This shows that it parent cannot afford on their children, female Students achievement would be

negatively affected.
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4.2.5. Family attitude towards their children education
As it discussed in chapter two, family attitude towards the education of their children makes

significant difference in class room achievement of female students.

Table 6. Family relationship with school, role in school and attitude towards their children

education.
No Items Response Responses
Students Teachers
No % No %
1 What is the attitude of | Good 5 7.246 - -
your family towards | Fair 6 8.696 - -
your education? Bad 58 84.058 - -
Total 69 100 - -
2 Does your family | Yes 61 88.406 - -
encourage you in your
education? No 8 11.594 ] ]
Total 69 100 - -

The above table shows that parents at Abafranso secondary school have negative attitude
towards their female Students education. Because (84.058%) of respondents were respond that
their family not support their education and (8.696%) of female students responded that their
families have fair attitude on the other hand (7.246%) of the respondents responded that their
parents have good attitude towards their education.

As discussed earlier in the chapter of literature review the family attitude towards the education
of their children significant difference in the class room achievement of female student poverty
may not be present in the classroom, but they have per found influence on the way children view

school and learning.

A study on this area or literature written by Garbarino and Benn (1992) state that the extent to
which the parent support he/she school objectives, directly affects their children education and

academic achievement.
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According to above table, item no 2 regarding whether family encourage their child in not
(88.406%) respondents responded that family encourage their children in education and the rest

(11.594%) family were not encourage their children to learn.

Finally, among discussed all above factors school environment factor; class size (87.17%)
economic related factor (38.80%) school related factor (39.74%) these all are directly affect

female student academic achievement.

Among listed factors class size, economic related factor and school related factor highly affect

female student academic performance.

At the end, according to the interview guided from school principal the school have plan to
reduce this problem. The plan of schools short term, medium term and long term plan to improve
the problem, by established one to five female student to give advice and guidance for students

and etc.
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CHAPTER FIVE

5. Summary Conclusion and Recommendation

5.1 Summary
The main objective of this study was to investigate major factors that affecting academic
achievement of female student in Aba fransoa secondary school. The study tried to the basic
‘research questions with the review of related literature in the study. To do so special emphasis
was given to answer basic questions. In this study, descriptive research method was employed
the sampling technique used were simple random sampling and purposive sampling methods
were used. The female student researcher employed different data gathering tools like
questionnaires, for female students and teachers and interview for school principal. A total of
136 questionnaires 69 were distributed to female student and 67 were distributed for teachers are

filled out and returned and analyzed.

Accordingly, the following major findings were mentioned based in analysis and interpretations

of data.

v' Based on the result of the study result obtained from the respondents show that school
related problem, availability of teaching learning facilities and class size have negatively
impact on female student academic performance.

v Based on the finding results obtained from school principal, economic problem, lack of
awareness, dropout, absent number of student in class are major problems that affect
female student academic achievement.

v Majority of teachers were agreed that school environment mainly affect female student
academic performance.

v From the result finding family attitude toward their children education is less because of
different reason like lack of information and awareness, distance from school and less
relationship with each other.

v" According to study result economic problem also impact on female student academic
achievement.

v According to obtained result half percentage of respondents are not motivation to learn
because of lack of economy (poor family), lack of facilities which progress them in works.
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v From this the researcher summarized that, Students academic performance affected by
less attitude of family, class size, low availability of teaching learning facilities, school
related factor, economic problem and involvement of parent and income has significantly

affect female student achievement.

5.2. Conclusion
Based on the findings obtained as well as the interpretation, the female student researcher would

like to conclude the following points.

% The major factors affecting of female students academic achievement are school
related factor, motivation factor, economic related factor, environmental related factor
and other were identified. This implies that school related factor and economic related

factors are highly influence female student academic achievement.

X/

% Large class size affects performance of female students. It also affect to communicate
each female students in the class room and difficult to evaluate individual female
students in short period of time, in the addition, it is impossible to control or manage
large class room and check where they are attending or not.

% Among listed factors class size, economic related factor and school related factor
highly affect female student academic performance.

% The factors affected of female students academic achievement by lack of access to
resource, such as text book, technology, tutoring and do not receive adequate support
from there family.

% Generally, in line with above fact, the study depicted that low involvement of parent

and income, less attitude of family low availability of teaching learning facilities

were among major factors in Aba fransoa secondary school.

Even through, their degree of influence is different. They have their own percentage impact on

female student academic performance achievement negatively.
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5.3. Recommendation
There was no single solution to avoiding this problem completely. Therefore, based on the result
data analyzed, summary of the findings and conclusion made the female student researcher
would like to recommend suggest the concerned bodies ought to that the following
responsibility.

e To solve the problem of involvement of parents on children education, school principal,
school board and parent teachers associations should work together with each other to solve
the problem.

e In order to solve the problem related to class size, the school principal by being with school
community should construct additional classes to reduce the problem.

e Wolkite town education office should have support school financially and ideally.

e To improve low availability of teaching learning facilities it is better if nongovernmental
organization and Wolkite town education office facilitate all teaching learning materials like
ICT service, recreational place sport material distribution enough text book would solve this
problem.

e To overcome the economic problem and motivation problem schools should have
responsibility to support and motivate female student’s financially who come from poor
family not only motivation female students but also praise of teaching is also help to solve
this problem.

To do this the responsibility of Wolkite town education office, community and school are the

main crucial role players.

In general, there might be other factors affecting female student’s academic achievement in the
area under study. The researcher recommends that it is better, it further study should be

conducted by other interested researchers in order to solve the problem.
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Appendix |
WOLKITE UNIVERSITY

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION AND BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES
Department of Educational Planning and Management

Questionnaire for Female Students

Dear Respondent

The purpose of this questionnaire is to collect firsthand information on the study of factors
affecting the academic achievement of female students. Hence your cooperation in providing
information will help for the success of this study. Please give your honest and compete

responses to all questions and provided.

Be sure that your responds will be kept congenital.
Tank you in advance!

Direction

1. No need for writing your name
2. Please put (V) mark for close ended questions and with your own ideas for open-ended

questions.
Part | Personal information

1. Sex
A. Maleo B. Female o
2. Age A.15-19 o B.20-24 o C.25-29 O D. 30 and above o
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Part II Questionnaire related with f’amily background and status

3. What is your family’s educational background?
A. llliterate o B. Primary education o C. Secondary education o D. Other o
4. Does your family encourage you in your education?
A. Yeso B.Noo

If your answer is no why?

5. What is the economic status of your family?
A.Richo B.Middleo C.Pooro
6. Does your family with your teacher to improve your learning?
A.Yeso B.Noo

Depending on question No “6” if “yes” how

Part 111 questionnaire related with motivation
7. Do you have motivation to learn?
A.Yeso B.Noo

If you answer on number “7” is no why?

8. What is the attitude of your family towards your education?
A.Goodo B.Fairo C.Bado
9. Do you have guidance and counseling service from your family?
A.Yes O B.No O

10. If your answer on number “9” is “yes” how often you get counseling and guidance service?

A.Sometimeso  B. Alwayso C. Notatall o
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Part IV Questionnaire related with school environment
11. Which of the following factor is highly affecting your academic achievements?
A. Motivation factor o B. Economic related factor o
C. Environment related factor o D. School related factor o D. Other factor o
12. How many female students are there is in your classroom?
A.1-50 B.6-10o0 C.11-150 D.15-20c E. 21 and above o
13. Does large class size affect your academic performance?
A.YesoO B.Noo

14. If your answer on number ‘13’ is ‘yes’ how?

15. What is characteristics of relationship between female students and staff

A Mutual respect o B. Female student respect o C. Teachers only respect female student

respect o
D. No respect each other o

16. Does your teachers use variety of instructional methods and allow active involvement of

female students?

A.YesoB.Noo If ‘yes’ how?
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Appendix Il
WOLKITE UNIVERSITY
COLLEGE OF EDUCATION AND BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES
Department of Educational Planning and Management
Questionnaire for Teachers
Dear Respondent

The purpose of this questionnaire is to collect firsthand information on the study of factors affect
the academic achievement of female students. Hence since your cooperation in providing
information will help for the success of this study. Please give your honest and compete

responses to all questions and provided.

Thank you in advance!
Direction
1 No need for whiting your name

2. Please put (\) mark for close-ended questions and with your own ideas for open-ended

questions.
Part | Personal information

1. Sex A.Male o B.Femaleo
2. Age A.21-30c B.31-40o C.41-50o D. 51 and above o
3. Your educational qualification
A. Certificateo  B. Diplomao C.Degree o D. Masters o
4. Teaching experience
A. <30 B.4-10 oC.11-150 D.>160o
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Part Il Questionnaire related with school environment

5. Do you think that your school environment affects female student academic achievement?
A. Yeso B.Noo
6. Which of the following factors is highly influences female student’s academic achievement?
A. School related factor o B. Motivation factor o C. Environment related
factoro  D. Economic factor o E. Other o
7. Which types of instructional method do you employ in the class room?
A. Student centered approach o  B. Teacher centered approach o

C. Botho D. Othero
8. Is there any relationship between the school and parents?
A.Yeso B.Noo
9. Do you use varieties of instructional methods while you are teaching?
A.Yes o B.Noo
Part 111 Questionnaire related with motivation
10. Do you motivate and advice your female students?
A.Yeso B.Noo
If you answer number 10 is ‘yes’ how often?
A. Always o B. Sometimeso C.Reallyo D. Notatall o
11. How many female students you teaching in one class?
A.1-50B.6-100 C.11-15o D.16 and above o
12. Does large class size affect you when you teach in the class room?
A.Yeso B.NooO

13. If your answer in No 12 ‘yes’ why? Because

14. What is the motivation of the female students in the class?
A. Excellento B. Very good o C. Good o D. Poor 0
15. Do parent schooling and income has impact on female students academic achievement?
A.Yes B.No

If your answer on number 15 ‘yes’ how?
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Appendix 1
Interview guided questions for school principals

The intention of this interview is to collect relevant data with regards to factors affecting

academic achievement of female students the case of Aba fransoa secondary school.

Be sure that your response are used for this particular research and kept confidential. Thus,

please, give me genuine and honest repose your response is very crucial for success this study

1. What are the problems that affect the academic achievement of female students in your
school?

2. How do you encourage teachers and other concerned body to increase academic
achievement of female students effectively?

3. What is your attitude and teachers in education toward female student academic
achievement?

4. s there participation of community to improve problem of low academic achievement? If
so how?

5. What is your plan to solve this problem?
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