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ABSTRACT

Determining the optimal capital structure is one of the most fundamental policy decisions faced
by financial managers. Since optimal debt ratio influences firm’s value, different firms determine
capital structures at different levels to maximize the value of their firms. Thus, this study
examines the relationship between leverage and firm specific (profitability, tangibility, growth,
age, and size) determinants of capital structure decision, and the theories of capital structure
that can explain the capital structure of banks in Ethiopia. In order to investigate these issues a
mixed method research approach is utilized, by combining documentary analysis and in-depth
interviews. More specifically, the study uses ten years (2009- 2018) data for six banks in
Ethiopia. The findings show that profitability, size, tangibility of the banks are important
determinants of capital structure of banks in Ethiopia. However, growth of banks was found to
have no statistically significant impact on the capital structure of banks in Ethiopia. In addition,
the results of the analysis indicate that pecking order theory is pertinent theory in Ethiopian
banking industry, whereas there was little evidence to support static trade-off theory and the
agency cost theory. Therefore, banks will give consideration to profitability, size, and tangibility

when they determine their optimum capital structure.
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

1.1. Background of the Study

The term capital structure is used to represent the proportionate relationship between debt and
equity (Pandey, 2008). The various means of financing represent the financial structure of an
enterprise. Traditionally, short term borrowings are excluding from the list of methods of
financing the firm's capital expenditure. Capital structure decisions are one of the three financing
decisions investment, financing, and dividend decisions finance managers have to make (Van
Horne, 1989). Capital structure of a firm determines the weighted average cost of capital
(WACC). WACC is the minimum rate of return required on a firm's investments and used as the
discount rate in determining the value of a firm. A firm can create value for its shareholders as

long as earnings exceed the costs of investments (Damodaran, 2001).

These studies point out the importance of the relationships among capital structure, cost of
capital, capital budget decisions, and firm value. Although capital structure theory is a widely
studies topic, Subsequent to the departures from Modigliani and Miller (1958)“s irrelevance
proposition, there is a long tradition in corporate finance to investigate the capital structure
decisions of non-financial firms and not financial firms such as banks. The standard textbook
answer is that there is no need to investigate banks ,,financing decisions, since capital regulation

constitutes the overriding departure from the Modigliani and Miller (1958) propositions.

Taken literally, this suggests that there will be little cross-sectional variation in the leverage ratio
of those banks falling under the Basel regulatory regime, since it prescribes a uniform capital
ratio. In a recent study, Gropp &Heider (2009) noted that standard cross-sectional determinants
of firms™ capital structures also apply to large, publicly trade banks in the US and Europe, except

for banks close to the minimum capital requirement Dakito (2014) noted that banks in Ethiopia



are generally well-capitalize with an overall capital adequacy ratio of 10.4% comparable or
considerably above that in other emerging economies and above the 8% recommended by Basel

Core Principles.

A substantial literature on accounting and finance has undertaken to identify what drives one of
the key corporate financial policies, the capital-structure decision. The study by Modigliani and
Miller (1958) sought to examine this issue. They offer evidence that capital-structure is unrelated
to the value of a firm. Five years later, the same authors relaxed the prefect market assumptions
and added corporate taxes in their models (Modigliani and Miller, 1963). Consequently, they

found that the value of a firm will be enhance if the level of debt increases.

1.2 .Statement of the Problem

According to Korajczyk (2003), banks and other financial institutions are specialized businesses,
which capital structure is affected by a series of conditions of the financial industry, such as
governmental regulations and access to insurance instruments of the Federal government, which
includes deposits. Owing to these fundamental roles, banks have always been concerned with
both solvency and liquidity. Given the central role of market and credit risk in their core
business, the success of banks depend on their ability to identify, assess, monitor and manage
these risks in a sound and sophisticated way. In order to assess and manage risks, banks must
have effective ways of determining the appropriate amount of capital that is necessary to absorb

un expected losses arising from their market, credit and operational risk exposures.

Thus given the above foregoing analysis, the given Ethiopian banking sector provides an
interesting case to assess the determinants of capital structure. In a study on determinants of
capital structure of banks in Ghana, Amidu (2007) found that profitability, corporate tax, growth,
asset structure and bank size influenced banks®™ financing or capital structure decision. Gonzalez
(2008) studied how bank market concentration and institutions affect capital structure in 39
countries and found that firm leverage increases with bank concentration and the protection of
credit rights, but decreases with the protection of property rights. Gropp and Heider (2009)
examine whether capital requirements are a first-order determinant of banks™ capital structure
and found that capital regulation and buffers may only be of second order importance in
determine the capital structure of most banks. In Kenya, Olweny and Shipho (2011) studied the

effects of banking sector factors on profitability of private commercial banks and found that



capital adequacy had a statistically significant impact on bank profitability's. These studies found
that capital structure of nonfinancial institutions are influence by factors such as size,
profitability, growth, asset structure, risk, non-debt tax shields, free cash flows, commercial trade
position, age, and corporate governance. Therefore a research gap on the determinants of capital

structure of private commercial banks in Ethiopia. As much the banks are regulate, evidence has

shown that regulation is a second-order determinant of capital structure of banks and that there
are considerable similarities between banks™ and non-financial firms™ capital structures (Gropp
and Heider, 2009). As per the researcher's access and knowledge, the researchers conducting on
determinants of capital structure so far in Ethiopian case are by Ashenafi (2005) and Kibrom
(2010) Ashenafi (2005) approached the question of capital structure using data from medium
firms in Ethiopia. He took variables like age of firms, size of firms, tangibility, profitability and
growth are regressed against leverage. The results proved that, profitability, growth, tangibility,
and age showed a negative coefficient of correlation with debt to equity ratio. Recently Kibrom
(2010) also uncovered the fact that the two variables (profitability and growth) established
negative relationship and the remaining three variables (tangibility, size, and age) showed
positive relationship with capital structure. As a result, profitability variable attained an inverse
relationship with capital structure measure that supports Pecking order theory, but opposes the
Static trade-off theory. Thus the researcher motive to conduct this research due to lack of
agreement about optimal determinant of capital structure and as per the researcher knowledge
lack of literature regarding private Commercial banks.

This study therefore seeks to answer the following question: what are the firm specific

determinants of capital structure on private commercial banks of Ethiopia.

1.3. Objective of the study

1.3.1. General Objectives

» The objective of this study is to find out the determinants of capital structure of

Private commercial banks in Ethiopia.



1.3.2. Specific Objectives

This study attempted to achieve the following specific objectives:

v To measure the effect of change in profitability on the financing mix (leverage) of Private
commercial banks in Ethiopia

v To find out the extent to which variations in bank size explain the variations in debt to
equity ratio of Private commercial banking business in Ethiopia,

v To determine the effect of a change in growth of Private commercial banks on their
leverage.

v To determine the consequence of change in the tangibility of assets held by Private
commercial banks of Ethiopia on the debt to equity ratio.

v To explain which theory pertinent to Ethiopian private commercial banks.

1.4. Hypothesis of the study

Profitability:

Capital structure theories have different views on the relationship between leverage and
profitability. The trade-off theory argues that firms generally prefer debt for tax considerations.
Profitable firms would, therefore, employ more debt because increasing leverage would increase
the value of their debt tax ;(Myers 1984).In addition to the tax advantage of debt, agency and
bankruptcy costs may encourage highly profitable firms to have more debt in their capital

structure.

Tangibility:



Tangibility is an important determinant of the capital structure of a firm. The trade-off theory
predicts a positive relation between tangibility and debt levels. As the value of intangible assets
disappears (almost entirely) in the cases of bankruptcies, the presence of tangible assets is

expected to be important in external borrowing as it is easy to collateralize them.
Size:

According to trade-off theory, firm size will be an inverse proxy for the probability of the
bankruptcy costs. Larger firms are likely to be more diversified and fail less often. They can
lower costs (relative to firm value) in the occasion of bankruptcy. Larger firms are more likely to
have higher debt capacity and are expected to borrow more to maximize the tax benefit from
debt because of diversification (Titman and Wessels (1988). Therefore, size has a positive effect
on leverage. Size can be regarded as a proxy for information asymmetry between managers and
outside investors. Large firms are subject to more news than small firms because the investment

community will be more concerned with gathering and providing information about large firms.
Growth:

According to pecking order theory firms with high growth will tend to look to external funds to
finance the growth. Myers (1977) confirms this and concludes that firms with a higher
proportion of their market value accounted for by growth opportunity will have debt capacity.

Therefore, it is expecting that there is a positive relationship between growth and leverage ratio.
Age:

Age of the firm is a standard measure of reputation in capital structure models. As a firm
continues longer in business, it establishes itself as an ongoing business and therefore increases
its capacity to take more on debt; hence age is positively related to debt. Before granting a loan,
banks tend to evaluate the creditworthiness of entrepreneurs as these are generally believed to
pin high hopes on very risky projects promising high profitability rates. If the investment is
profitable, shareholders will collect a significant share of the earnings, but if the project fails,

then the creditors have to bear the consequences (Myers, 1977).

H1=there is a negative and significant relationship between profitability and leverage ratio.



H2=there is a positive and significant relationship between tangibility and leverage ratio.
H3=there is a positive and significant relationship between the firm’s size and its leverage ratio.
H4=there is appositive and significant relationship between growth and leverage ratio.

H5=there is appositive and significant relationship between affirms age and its leverage ratio.

1.5. Scope and limitation of the study

The scope of this study is limited to the relationship between leverage and determinants of
capital structure decision of private commercial banks over the period 2009 to 2018 for ten years
data in order strengthen the reliability. Six private commercial banks selected from the
population of 16 private commercial banks the main reason delimited to private commercial
banking sector is share common attributes in accounting practices, corporate governance and
corporate control also the reason for this study delimited to private commercial banks due to
their contribution to GDP is relatively the same unlike the state owned by private commercial
banks of Ethiopia. To this end, this study was limited to firm specific determinants of capital
structure (profitability, growth, tangibility, size and age) and theories of capital structure that can

explain the capital structure of private commercial banking industry.

1.6. Significance of the study

Studies by Weldemikael (2012) & Kibrom (2010) investigated the determinants of capital
structure of firms in Ethiopia. However, to the best knowledge of the researcher there is no study
that has focused on private commercial banks of Ethiopia. Thus, this study has significant role to
play in filling gap in understanding of the capital structure decision for banks in Ethiopia. Such
an understanding is important, because it equips financial managers with applied knowledge of
determining their capital structure. As an appropriate capital structure is important to a firm as it
will help in dealing with competitive environment within which the firm operates, and which
will maximize the return of the stockholders by increasing the value of the firm. Additionally,
this study will be used as an input to researchers for further research on determinant of capital

structure.



1.7. Organization of the Paper

This study is organizing into five chapters. Chapter one presents research introduction, statement
of the problem, objective of the study, scope and significance of the study. Following on this,
chapter two of the study presents review of theoretical and empirical literatures on determinants
of capital structure. Chapter three presents the research methodology, then chapter four present
results and analysis of the study and finally, chapter five present conclusions and

recommendations.

CHAPTER TWO

2. REVIEW OF RELATED LITRATURE

Capital structure refers to several alternatives that will be adopted by a firm to get the necessary
funds for its investing activities in a way that is consistent with its priorities. Two major sources
of financing that are available to firms are debt and equity. The mixture of debt and equity is
called capital structure. Most of the effort of the financial decision making process is centered on
the determination of the optimal capital structure; are the firms’ value is maximized and cost of

capital is minimized.



2.1. Theoretical review

The literature shows the existence of different theories related to capital structure. These theories
include Modigliani and miller (MM), static trade-off theory, pecking order theory, and agency
cost theory. The purpose of this section is, hence, to review these theories of capital structure in

an orderly.

2.1.1. Modigliani and Miller (MM) theory

Modigliani and Miller (1958) argued that capital structure is irrelevant to the value of a firm
under perfect capital market conditions with no corporate tax and no bankruptcy cost. This
implies that the firm’s debt to equity ratio does not influence its cost of capital. A firm’s value is
only determined by its real asset, and it cannot be changed by pure capital structure management
consequently, it means that there is no optimal capital structure.

However, there is a fundamental difference between debt financing and equity financing in the
real world with corporate taxes. Dividends paid to shareholders come from the after tax profit.
By contrast, interest paid to bondholders comes out of the before-tax profits. Thus, Millerand
Modigliani (1963) argued that in the presence of corporate taxes, a value-maximizing

decision on capital structure can be helpful to minimize these costs.

2.1.2. Static Trade-off Theory

Trade-off theory claimed that a firm's optimal debt ratio is determined by a trade-off between the
bankruptcy cost and tax advantage of borrowing, holding the firm's assets and investment plans
constant (Myers, 1984). The goal is to maximize the firm value for that reason debt and equity
are used as substitutes. According to this theory, higher profitability decreases the expected costs
of distress and let firms increase their tax benefits by raising leverage; therefore, firms will be
prefer debt financing because of the tax benefit. As per this theory firms can borrow up to the
point where the tax benefit from an extra dollar in debt is exactly equal to the cost that comes
from the increased probability of financial distress (Ross, 2002, p.586).

Due to the net tax advantage to corporate debt financing, the firm's optimal capital structure will
involve distinctions in firm-specific characteristics, target leverage ratios will vary from

company to company. Institutional differences, such as different financial systems, tax rate and



bankruptcy law etc, will also lead the target ratio to differ across countries. The trade-off theory
predicts that safe firms, firms with more tangible assets and more taxable income to shield
should have high debt ratios. While risky firms, firms with more intangible assets that the value
will disappear in case of liquidation, ought to rely more on equity financing. In terms of
Profitability, trade-off theory predicts that more profitable firms should mean more debt-serving
capacity and more taxable income to shield, therefore, based on this theory, firms would prefer

debt over equity until the point where the probability of financial distress starts to be important.
This is illustrated by figure 2.1

Y
Market value of
Firm

Figuge 2.1: The-static-tradeoff theory of ¢

apital struc ¥@st of financial distress

T PV of interest tax shidld &

Firm value under all equity financing

In figure 2.1 the straight line AB shows the market value of the firm under the Modigliani and

Miller (1958) regime, in which the value ot the firm is irrelevant and the capital structure is equal
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interest which is generally tax deductible. Interest payments act as a tax shield and allow the firm
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to increase its value. As the firm takes more debt its value increases (curve AC). However, after



a certain proportion of debt (the optimum level) the value of the firm starts to decrease as the
costs of debt start to outweigh the benefits of debt. Curve AD illustrates how the costs of
financial distress rise as firms use increasing amounts of debt in their capital structure. At higher
levels of debt, the interest payments of firms increase to cover for the potential risk of financial
distress. Firms trade-off the tax benefits that may be gained through using debt with Costs of
financial distress and agency costs to maintain an optimal level of debt in their capital structure

as shown in figure 2.1.

2.1.3. Pecking order theory

Pecking Order Theory is developed by Myers and Majluf (1984) which stated that capital
structure is driven by firm's desire to finance new investments, first internally, then with low-risk
debt, and Investment and financing decisions. According to this theory, informational
asymmetry, which firm’s managers or insiders have inside information about the firm‘s returns
or investment opportunities, increases the leverage of the firm with the same extent’s due to the

asymmetries.

They demonstrate that if there is an asymmetry of information between investors and firm
insiders, then the firm's equity may be underpriced by the market. As a result, new equity, which
is used to finance new investment projects, will be also underpriced. Therefore, if management
has favorable inside information and acts in the best interest of the existing shareholders, then
management will refuse to issue equity even if it means passing up positive net present value
Projects because the net loss to existing shareholders (due to underpricing problem) might

outweigh the project's Net present values. On the other hand,

Passing up positive net present value projects is contrary to the wealth maximization. Using
financial sources that may not be undervalued by the market, particularly internally generated

funds will be solve this under-investment problem.

2.1.4. Agency cost theory

The next important theory mentioned in the literature is the agency cost theory. This theory was
developed by Jensen and Meckling in their 1976 publications. This theory considered debt to be
a necessary factor that creates conflict between equity holders and managers. Both scholars used
this theory to argue that the probability distribution of cash flows provided by the firm is not

10



independent of its ownership structure and that this fact may be used to explain optimal capital
structure. Jensen and Meckling recommended that, given increasing agency costs with both the
equity-holders and debt-holders, there would be an optimum combination of outside debt and

equity to reduce total agency costs.

Ryen et al. (1997) provide a theoretical summary of agency cost theory. According to Ryen et
al.,, two sets of agency problems were faced by firms, conflict between managers and
stockholders and conflict between stockholders and bondholders. For the managers and
stockholders conflict, managers usually overspend or take less leverage and these are seen not
benefiting the stockholders. Managers take lesser leverage in order to avoid total risk, which
comprises of risk of losing job, reputation and wealth. On the other hand, overspending by
managers to make opportunity loss of firms’ cash flow which could be used on the activities that

benefit stockholders.

Therefore, many studies will be diverted to find out the ways to reduce this agency costs between
managers and stockholders. The conflict of shareholders and bondholders is another area of
agency cost problem, whereby shareholders have better incentives to maximize their wealth at
the expense of the bondholders by the increases in dividend rate, claim dilution, asset
substitution and underinvestment. The only way bondholder can limit the action to benefit
shareholders is to draft a bond covenants, an agreement to limit the firm on investment,

financing, production, dividend payout and etc.

2.1.4.1. Shareholders-manager’s conflicts

This kind of conflict stems from the separation of ownership and control. If managers do not
own 100% of the firm, they can only capture a fraction of the gain earned from their value
enhancement activities but they need to bear the entire costs of these activities. The shareholders-
manager’s conflicts take several distinct forms: According to Jensen and Meckling (1976)
managers prefer to make use of less effort and have greater perquisite levels, such as luxuriant
office and corporate jets, different from the shareholder’s interest of firm value maximization. In

this case, increasing the managers’ equity holdings will help to align the interests of shareholders

11



and managers. Or, keeping manager’s equity investment constant, increasing the debt level also
helps to mitigate the loss of conflicts between shareholders and managers. Since debt forces

managers to pay out cash, reducing the free cash flow managers can waste on the perquisites.

According to Masulis (1988) conflict may arise because managers may prefer short-term
projects, which produce results early and enhance their reputation quickly, rather than more
profitable long-term projects. According to Harris and Raviv (1991) managers want to stay in
their positions, so they wish to minimize the likelihood of employment termination. As this
increases with changes in corporate control, management may resist takeovers, irrespective of
their effect on shareholder value. On operating decisions, managers and shareholders may
shareholders. A special case of the conflicts between shareholders and managers is the firm to
grow beyond the optimal size and accept negative net present value (NPV) projects. Jensen
(1986) argued that the overinvestment problem can be motivated by more free cash flow and less
growth opportunities. Issuing debt helps to mitigate agency problems that arise from managerial

behavior under divergent interests between shareholders and managers.

2.1.4.2. Shareholder-bondholder conflicts

The typical phenomenon of these conflicts is that the shareholders or their representatives make
decisions transferring wealth from bondholders to shareholders. Certainly, the bondholders are
aware of the situations in which this wealth expropriation may occur, therefore, will demand a
higher return on their bonds or debts. Different fundamental sources of equity-holders and debt-
holder’s conflicts have been identified in the agency cost literature;the direct wealth-transfer
from bondholders to shareholders (Smith and Warner 1979): Shareholders can increase their
wealth at the expense of bondholders’ interests by increasing the dividend payment; the issuance

of debt with higher priority will expropriate wealth from current bondholders.

Asset-substitution is another source of the conflicts (Jensen and Meckling 1976): WhenDebt will
be owned by shareholders and in case of failure; the consequence is mainly born by bondholders
because of shareholders’ limited liability. This excessive return from risky projects makes safe
projects less attractive to shareholders since returns from the increase in risk premium. The
increased costs of debt are then born by shareholders since they are residual claimants of the
firm. Under investment problem is another agency problem results in shareholder bondholder

conflicts Myers (1977): Underinvestment problem mostly incurs in financial distress. The
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extension of debt decreases the shareholder’s incentives to invest in new projects (even the
projects with high growth opportunities will be passed through) because the profits from these

projects will be exhausted in debt repayment.

2.2. Empirical studies on the determinants of capital structure

Since the pioneering work of Modigliani and Miller (1958), the question of what determines
firms’ choices of capital structure has been a major field in the corporate finance literature. Since
then, several studies have been conducted in developing and developed countries to empirical
studies in this section on the determinants of capital structure decision has a particular focus on

those that have been conducted since the 1988s.

Titman and Wessels (1988) studied the determinant of capital structure choice by examining
them empirically. They extended empirical work on capital structure theory in three ways. First,
they examined a much broader set of capital structure theories, many of which have not
previously been analyzed empirically. Second, since the theories have different empirical
implications in regard to different types of debt instruments, the authors analyzed measures of
short-term, long-term, and convertible debt rather than an aggregate measure of total debt. Third,
they used a factor-analytic technique that mitigates the measurement problems encountered when

working with proxy variables.

In a comparative study, Rajan and Zingles (1995) investigated whether the capital structure in
other developed countries is related to factors similar to those influencing the US companies for
the period of 1987-1991. Tangible assets, market to book ratio, firm size and profitability are
suggested as determinants of capital structure in these countries. They find that firms with more
collateralized assets are not highly levered. In addition, they found that profitability and market
to book ratio are negatively related to leverage.

However, they argue that the negative relationship with leverage appeared to be driven by firms

with high market to book ratio rather than by firms with low market to book ratio. The study
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provides no evidence supporting the effect of the firm size on leverage. Booth et al. (2001)
assessed whether capital structure theory is portable across Developing countries with different
institutional structures. The sample firms in their study are from Malaysia, Zimbabwe, Mexico,
Brazil, Turkey, Jordan, India, Pakistan, Thailand, and Korea. Booth et al. (2001) use three
measure of debt ratio; total debt ratio, long-term book debt ratio, and long-term market debt ratio
with average tax rate, assets tangibility, business risk, size, profitability, and the market to book

ratio as explanatory variables.

The study will show that the more profitable the firm, the lower the debt ratio, regardless of how
the debt ratio is defined. It also showed that the more the tangible assets, the higher the long-term
debt ratio but the smaller the total debt ratio. Booth et al. (2001) concluded that the debt ratio in
developing countries seemed to be affected in the same way by the same types of variables that
are significant in developed countries. However, they pointed out that the long-term debt ratios
of those countries are considerably lower than those of developed countries. This finding may
indicate that the agency costs of debt are significantly large in developing countries or markets

for long term debt are not effectively functioning in these countries.

Finally, Booth et al. (2001) argued that their results are in line with Rajan and Zingales (1995)
except for the tax and the market-to-book ratio. Bevan and Danbolt (2002) who extended the
work of Rajan and Zingales (1995) testedthe determinants of capital structure in the United
Kingdom non-financial firms by using four measures of financial leverage. They used non-equity
liabilities to total assets, total debt to total assets, total debt to capital (where capital is defined as
total debt plus common shares with preferred shares), and adjusted debt to adjusted capital. All
the measures were regressed on market-to-book value, natural logarithm of sales (size),
profitability, and tangibility of assets. They found that determinants of capital structure were
significantly changed with respect to each measure of debt used. With the same leverage
definition as Rajan and Zingales, Bevan and Danbolt (2002) reported similar results. In their later

paper, Bevan and Danbolt (2004) analyzed the determinants of capital structure of 1054 UK
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Companies from the period 1991-1997. Secondly, they also investigated the extent to which the
influence of these determinants is affected by time invariant and firm specific Heterogeneity.

Bevan and Danbolt (2004) as Bevan and Danbolt (2002) use market-to book value, natural
logarithm of sales (size), profitability, and tangibility of assets as determinants of capital
structure. In addition to the time invariant and firm specific heterogeneity, the focus was on the
variety of long - run and short run debts components rather than on the aggregate measures. They
found that large firms use long and short term debt more than small ones. Tangibility is found to
be positively related to both short and long-term debt, while profitability is found to be
negatively related. However, they find that profitable firms tend to use short-term debt more than

less profitable one.

Gropp and Heider (2009) approached the issue from a different perspective. Using a sample of
banks from developed countries, they specifically tested the significance of size, profitability,
market-to-book ratio, asset tangibility, and dividend paying status in determining bank leverage.
In the process, they made a stark distinction between bank book and market leverage as well as
controlled for asset risk and macroeconomic factors. They further examined whether asset risk
captures the effect of risk adjustments on the minimum capital required or it rather represents
factors pertaining to the standard capital structure theories. Overall, their results provided strong
support for the relevance of standard determinants of capital structure on bank capital.

2.4 Conceptual frame work

According to Mugeude et.al (2000) a conceptual frame work helps the reader to quickly see the
proposed relationship between the variables in the study and show the same graphically. In this
study independent variable whereas profitability, tangibility, firm size, growth and affirms age

whereas dependent variable is leverage ratio.
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Independent variables and Dependent variable

Profitability

Tangibility

Size

(Compiled by own design)

2.3. Conclusion and knowledge gap

This chapter will be review the literature on determinants of capital structure decision, starting
with the famous irrelevance theory of Modigliani and Miller (1958). However, by relaxing the
theory of Modigliani and Miller’s (1958) assumptions of perfect capital markets, several
theoretical Frameworks will be developed to explain the firm’s capital structure such as static

trade-off theory, pecking order theory, and agency theory.

Static trade off-theory assumes that a firm’s optimal debt ratio is determined by a tradeoff
between the bankruptcy cost and tax advantage of borrowing, holding the firm’s assets and
investment plans constant. Whereas, pecking order theory is another dimension of the capital
structure theories. According to this theory capital structure is driven by firm’s desire to finance
new investments, first internally, then with low-risk debt, and finally if all fails with equity.
Therefore, the firms prefer internal financing to external financing. Agency theory focuses on the
costs which are created due to conflicts of interest between shareholders, managers and debt
holders. According to this theory capital structures are determined by agency costs, which
includes the costs for both debt and equity issue. This shows that theories of capital structure
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have been resulting in different conclusions. Similarly, the findings of prior empirical studies
have provided varying evidence related to the determinants of capital structure.

CHAPTER THREE

RESEARCH METHDOLOGY

3. Introduction

This chapter specifically gives a brief description of the research method that will examine
determinants of capital structure in private commercial banks in Ethiopia. This include research
design, research approach adopts and data source. A detail description of quantitative research
approach tools with population and sampling, source of data and the data collection procedure,
type of data analysis, model specification is also will discuss one by one

3.1. Research Approaches

As noted in Creswell (2009) in terms of investigative study there are three familiar types of
research approaches to business and social research namely, quantitative, qualitative and mixed
methods approach. Therefore, the following discussion briefly presents the basic nature of
quantitative, qualitative and mixed research approaches along with their respective merits and
demerits. Quantitative research is a means for testing objective theories by examining the

relationship among variables (Creswell 2009, p.4).

In quantitative research approach there are two strategies of inquiries namely, survey design and

experimental design.

Qualitative research approach is one in which the investigator often makes knowledge claims
based primarily on the multiple meanings of individual experiences, socially and historically

constructed meanings, participation in issues, collaboration or change oriented with an intent of
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developing a theory or pattern (Creswell 2003, p. 18). As noted in Sarantakos (2005, p. 45 cited
in Yesegat 2009, p. 73) qualitative research approach uses strategies of inquiry such as
narratives, ethnographies, grounded theory studies, or case studies. The key advantage of
qualitative research design is that it discloses the richness of human experience (Lincoln and
Guba 1985, cited in Dunn, 1999, p.37).

Mixed research is an approach to inquiry that combines or associates both qualitative and
quantitative forms (Creswell, 2009). As a major advantage, when the investigator uses this
approach he can learn more about the research problem (Leedy and Ormorod, 2005 cited in
Semu 2010, p. 44). In connection to this, Greene et al. (1989, p. 256, cited in yesegat, 2009, p.
75) also emphasized that as all methods have inherent biases and limitations, so use of only one

method to assess a given phenomenon will inevitably yield biased and limited results.

3.2. Research Design

This research presents an empirical analysis of determinants of capital structure of private
commercial banking sector in Ethiopia with most recent available data. It is an explanatory
research and will employ a quantitative method. A multivariate regression model is used to
analyze the data collect from the financial statements of private commercial banks operating in
Ethiopia which have an age 10 years and above. Based on the regression outputs, test of the data
using and hypotheses; and analysis of the result are made. The analyses are presented by using

descriptive approach.

3.3. Sampling Design

For fair and uniform comparison and to obtain valid results, private commercial banks are
selected. In other words, the reason why private commercial banking sector is chosen is: Firstly,
private commercial banking business is emerging and also flourishing in Ethiopian economy are
the literature on determinants of capital structure is limited. Secondly, the private commercial
banks share common attributes in accounting practices, corporate governance and corporate
control. As a result, Development (DBE), Construction and Business (CBE) and other banks are

not considered due to their specialized business objectives.

Sample of six private commercial banks are select from the population of 16 private commercial

banks. In other words, the entire population of private commercial banks that exists, at least, for
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the last ten years (2009-2018) is select and secondary data was collect from their 10 years’
financial statements. Therefore, pooling the cross sectional data of 10 years for 6 private
commercial banks, there are total 60(sixty) observations in the regression analysis. For this
reason, using purposivesampling, the selecting banks are Dashen Bank, Awash International

Bank, Bank of Abyssinia, Wegagen Bank, United Bank and Nib International Bank.

3.4. Data Source and Collection
The researches will approach exclusively secondary sources of data, audited financial statements
(Balance sheets and income statements), of six private commercial banks aged ten years and

above been operating in the Ethiopian economy for the specified time period.

Though some of the sample of private commercial banks will be an experience of greater than
ten years, the researcher will take secondary data from their financial statements that belong or
correspond to only the past ten consecutive years. On top of this, the data gather is reliable in
that it is collected from a supervisory bank, the National Bank of Ethiopia. Furthermore,
selecting explanatory attributes and using regression model will take from most prominent and

recent research studies in the area of capital structure.

3.5. Method of Data Analysis

Multiple regression model is employed to determine whether there exists a relationship between
the multiple independent variables (Determinants = Profitability, Tangibility, Size, Growth,
Age,) and the dependent variable (Leverage = Debt to Equity Ratio). One regression equation is
use to test the hypotheses constructed in relation to firm-specific determinants (Profitability,
Tangibility, Size, Growth, and Age) and the leverage (Debt-Equity Ratio). Data will have
regressed using E-view"8"application software and the result (or obtained) regression outputs

will analyzed.

3.6. Model Specification
Most of the existing empirical studies on capital structure use linear regression techniques with

proxies for the determinant factors used to explain the variation in leverage ratios across firms.
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The following multiple regression model is specified and used to test the relationship between
the financial leverage and its determinate factors in the selected from private commercial banks.

General Form of the Equation is:

LEVERAGE = Function of (Profitability, Tangibility, Size, Growth, Age,)

Therefore, the Specified Model is:

Leverage = o + p1 (Prof) + B, (Tang) + B3 (Size) + B4 (Grow) + Bs (Age) + Bs (Tax) + &

Whereas:

STANDARD COEFFICIENTS AND ERROR TERM

Bo|= Coefficient of Intercept (Constant) B4|= Coefficient of Growth

p1|= Coefficient of Profitability Ps|= Coefficient of Age

B2|= Coefficient of Tangibility e= the Error Term

B3|= Coefficient of Firm Size

DEPENDENT VARIABLE

DER denotes leverage as a measure of Debt to Equity ratio and is computed as total Liabilities

divided by total Stockholders’” Equity

INDEPENDENT VARIABLES
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Denotes profitability which is measured by using the ratio of operating income over total assets,

Denotes tangibility of assets which is measured by the ratio of fixed assets to total assets,

denotes size which is measured by the natural logarithm of total assets,
Denotes Growth which is measured by the percentage change of total assets,

Denotes Age which is measured by the number of years of stay in business operation

3.6. Definition and Measurement of VVariables

In this study, the researcher will take used one dependent variable (Leverage = Debt to Equity
Ratio) and Five explanatory variables such as profitability, tangibility, size, growth, and age
from most prominent and recent empirical studies. The selection measures for dependent
variable (leverage, which is proxy to capital structure) and independent variables (firm-specific)

are detailed as follows.

3.6.1. Dependent Variable (LEVERAGE)

Various measures of capital structure will be considered in the literature;however, most studies
use a measure of leverage that is a measure of the indebtedness of firms. There is no consensus
on what measure of leverage will be used. A number of studies consider debt ratio as a measure
of leverage (Shyam-Sunder and Myers (1999), Fama and French (2002) and Frank and Goyal
(2002)). In the following previous studies such as Rajan and Zingales (1995), Booth et al. (2001)
and Ashenafi (2005), the researcher considered one measure of leverage which is Debt to Equity

Ratio. Debt to Equity ratio is, therefore, given by:
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Total liability

DEBT TO EQUITY RATIO= Total shareholder’s equity

3.6.2. Independent variables
I. Profitability

Profitability is a measure of earning power of a firm. The earning power of a firm is the basic
concern of its shareholders. Profitability is measured in several accepted ways and in this study;
profitability is measured ratio of operating income to total assets.

Operating Income

PROFITABILITY= Total Assets

I1. Tangibility

Collateral value of the assets, also known as Asset composition, is those assets that creditors can
accept as security for issuing the debt. The tangibility of assets represents the effect of the

collateral value of assets of a firm's gearing level (fixed) assets to total assets.

TANGIBILITY = fixed asset

Total Assets
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I11. Size

Size is the measure of how large the firm’s operational capacity is. Various studies have used a

number of measures to capture the size of firms. Titman and Wessels (1988) and Benito (2003)

Use the log of total assets to measure size. Similarly, this study also finds that the log of total

assets to be an appropriate measure of size.

SIZE = Natural Logarithm of TOTAL ASSETS = in (Total Assets)

V. Growth

Different studies will have used varying measures of growth (investment opportunities). Titman
and Wessels (1988, used annual percentage increase in total assets as a measure of growth. This
study measures growth as a percentage increase in total assets of the private commercial banks

every year.

Growth = TA current year- TA previous year

TA current year
V. Age

Reputation of the firms can be measured by the age of the firms. When a company exists longer
in business (which is represented by variable age), it usually creates a reputation especially in
the mind of creditors by fulfilling its payment obligations. This reputation was known in the
market and makes it easier to get debt financing. Age is measured by the number of years each

bank stays in business.

AGE =Number of years in business
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CHAPTER FOUR
DATA ANALYSIS, RESULTS AND INTERPRETATION

4.1 Introduction
This chapter presents the results of data analysis. The chapter is organized as follows. Section 4.2

presents the descriptive analysis results while section 4.3 presents the regression analysis results.

4.2 Descriptive Statistics

Table 1 provides a summary of the descriptive statistics of the dependent and explanatory
variables. The descriptive statistics of the dependent and explanatory variables for the sample
banks were summarized in table 1. The total observation for each dependent and explanatory
variable was 60. Moreover, the table also shows the mean, standard deviation, minimum, median

and maximum values for the dependent and independent variables

Table 4.1: Summary of descriptive statistics for dependent and explanatory variable

\Variables LEV PRO TAG AGE BS GRO
Mean 0.864546 | 0.183708 | 0.055490 | 1.201869 |4.126329 |0.153899
Median 0.867314 |0.041200 | 0.028217 |1.176091 |4.107101 | 0.162935
Maximum | 0.909066 | 0.894623 | 0.301339 |1.724276 |4.742475 | 0.335510
Minimum 0.807823 |0.016700 |4.42E-05 |0.602060 |3.667611 |0.007236
Std. Dev. 0.024383|0.316348 | 0.067186 | 0.261656 | 0.265338 |0.081007
Observations (60 60 60 60 60 60

Source: From Eview, 8, 2021

This shows the average indicators of variables computed from the financial statements.
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The mean (median) leverage of banks was 0.864546 (0.867314). This means that more than
86.45% of the banks in Ethiopia are financed by debts. This highlights that debt ratio was high in
thisstudy. Leverage for the sample period was ranged from 0.807823 to 0.909066 with a standard
deviation of 0.024383. Profitability, given as the ratio of pre-tax profits plus interest expense to
total assets, registered a mean value of 0.183708 indicating a return on assets of 0.18 per cent
and median of 0.041200 percent with a standard deviation 0.316348 percent and profitability for
the sample was ranged from 0.016700 percent to 0.894623percent. This shows the existence of

great variation in profit among banks in Ethiopia.

Growth was measured as the annual percentage change in total asset and this shows the mean
(median) was 0.153899(0.162935). This indicates that, on average, growth rate was 15. 39 per
cent during the ten-year period and growth in total asset for sample period were ranged from —
0.007236 percent to 0.335510percent with standard deviation of 0.081007 percent. This indicates
the existence of high variation in growth rate among banks in Ethiopia. Size, determined as the
natural logarithm of total assets had a mean (median) of 4.126329(0.162935) with a standard
deviation of 0.081007. This implies that there is a variation among commercial banks of Ethiopia
& private commercial banks in Ethiopia. Tangebity had a mean (median) of 0.055490(0.028217)
with the standard deviation of 0.067186 total asset for sample was ranged from 4.42E-05 to
0.301339 this implies that there is a variation among commercial banks of Ethiopia & private
commercial banks in Ethiopia Age is the number years in business charge on has a mean
(median) of 1.201869(1.176091) with standard deviation of 0.261656 with sample ranged from
0.602060 to 1.724276percent.

4.2 Correlation Analysis

Table 4.2, shows the correlation between the explanatory variable and leverage in this study. As
noted in Brooks (2008), Correlation between two variables measures the degree of linear
association between them. Values of the correlation coefficient are always ranged between
positive one and negative one. A correlation coefficient of positive one indicates that a perfect

positive association between the two variables; while a correlation coefficient of negative one
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indicates that a perfect negative association between the two variables. A correlation coefficient

of zero, on the other hand, indicates that there is no linear relationship between the two variables.

The correlation matrix in Table 4.2 shows that leverage (dependent variable) was negatively
correlated with growth. Which indicates that firm with higher leverage have less profitability,
tangibility, age. However, size profitability, tangibility, age and growth have positive correlation
with leverage. The result also shows that leverage was correlated 0.579455 with age and had
statistically significant correlation. Similarly, leverage was correlated at -0.01020 with growth
and had statistically significant correlation. Besides, leverage was correlated at 0.329777,
0.377950,0.325079, with profitability, tangibility, and size respectively and had statistically

significant correlation.

Table 1Table 4.2: Correlation matrix of dependent and independent variables

Variables | LEV PRO SZ TG GR AGE
LEV 1

PR 0.329777 | 1

SZ 0.325079 | -0.12643 |1

TG 0.377950 | 0.718362 | -0.01692 |1

GR -0.01020 | -0.74492 | 0.274957 | -0.6444 |1

AGE 0.579455 | -0.20916 | 0.653832 | -0.1595 | 0.131173 |1

Source: From Eviews, 8, 2021

4.3 Tests for the Classical Linear Regression Model (CLRM) Assumptions

Different tests were run to make the data ready for analysis and to get reliable output from the
research. These tests were intended to check whether the CLRM assumptions, i.e. the OLS
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assumptions, are fulfilled when the explanatory variables are regressed against the dependent
variables. Accordingly, the following sub-section presents tests of CLRM.

4.3.1 Assumption one; Testing for the average value of the error-term is zero

The first CLRM assumption requires, the average value of the errors term should be zero. As per
(Brooks, 2008), if a constant term is included in the regression equation, this assumption will not
be violated. Therefore, since the constant term was included in the regression equation, this

assumption will not be violated.

4.3.2 Test for normality:

The normality test for this study as shown as shown in figure the skwness is negative and standard
deviation 0.011 which is close to 1 implying that the data were consistent with a normal distribution
assumption.

Figure 4.2: histogram showing normal distribution of data
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4.3.3 Test of Multicollinearity

1 0.02

Series: Standardized Residuals

Sample 2009 2018
Observations 60

Mean -4.61e-17
Median 0.001121
Maximum 0.019949
Minimum -0.037675
Std. Dev. 0.011710
Skewness  -0.651574
Kurtosis 3.497472
Jarque-Bera  4.864185
Probability ~ 0.087853

Multicollinearity means that there is linear relationship between explanatory variables which
may cause the regression model biased Gujarati (2003). Multicollinearity can be identified by the
variance inflation factor (VIF) technique, which is statistic calculated for each variable in the
model. Theoretically, a VIF greater than 10 may suggest that the concerned variable is multi-
collinear with other in the model and may need to be excluded from the model. Hence, the VIF
result in Table, as none of the VIFs is excessively high, suggest that there is no perfect or strong
collinearity between the explanatory variables

Table 4.3 Correlation Matrix between independent variables

Variables | LEV PRO SZ TG GR AGE
LEV 1

PR 0.329777 | 1

SZ 0.325079 | -0.12643 |1

TG 0.377950 | 0.718362 | -0.01692 |1

GR -0.01020 | -0.74492 | 0.274957 | -0.6444 |1
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AGE 0.579455 | -0.20916 | 0.653832 | -0.1595 | 0.131173 |1

Source: From Eviews, 8, 2021

4.3.4 Test for Assumption of Autocorrelation

As noted in Brooks (2008) this is an assumption that the covariance between the error
terms over time (or cross-section ally, for that type of data) is zero. In other words, it
is assumed that the errors are uncorrelated with one another. If the errors are not
uncorrelated with one another, it would be stated that they are ‘auto correlated’ or that

they are serially correlated.

Table 4.4 presents the Durbin-Watson test value for the autocorrelation of residual
which is 1.125916. The relevant critical values for the test are dL= 1.248, dU = 1.598,
and 4 - dU = 4-1.598=2.402; 4 - dL = 4-1.248=2.752. Accordingly, Durbin-Watson
test value is clearly between the lower limit (dL) which is 1.1.248 and the upper limit

which is 1.598 and thus the null hypothesis is neither rejected nor not rejected.

Figure 4.2: Rejection and non-rejection regions for DW test

Reject HD: Do not reject Reject Hy;:
positive Inconclusive }{U:No evidence Inconclusive negative
autocorrelation of autocorrelation autocorrelation
I I I I I

I | | | |

0 d, d, 2 4-d, 4-d; 4
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Source;Brooks (2008)

4.3.5. Test of Heteroscedasticity

Table 4.4 heteroscedasticity test for capital structure

Heteroscedasticity Test: White

F-statistic 1.743617 Prob. F(20,39) 0.0677
Obs*R-squared 28.32374 Prob. Chi-Square(20)  0.1020

Scaled explained SS  28.64878 Prob. Chi-Square(20)  0.0949

Source: From Eviews, 8, 2021

Table 4.4 presents three different types of tests for heteroscedasticity and then the auxiliary

regression in the first results table displayed. The test statistics give us the information we need

to determine whether the assumption of homoscedasticity is valid or not, but seeing the actual

auxiliary regression in the second table can provide useful additional information on the source

of the heteroscedasticity if any is found. In this case, both the F- and y2 versions of the test
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statistic give the same conclusion that there is no evidence for the presence of heteroscedasticity,
since the p-values are considerably in excess of 0.05. The third version of the test statistic,
‘Scaled explained SS’, which as the name suggests is based on a normalized version of the
explained sum of squares from the auxiliary regression, similarly suggests in this case that there

is no evidence of heteroscedasticity problem.

4.4 Random Effect versus Fixed Effect Models

The best alternative to make a choice between fixed effects and random effects model is
conducting Hausman specification test. In this study the Hausman specification tests is utilized to
decide which model is appropriate to fit the sample data. Hausman specification test is the

classical test of whether the fixed or random effects model should have used.

If the P-value from the Hausman test is statistically significant (less than five percent) the fixed-
effect model is preferred in favor of random effect, otherwise the random effect model is

selected.

Table 4. 5 Correlated Random Effect-Hausman Test

Correlated Random Effects - Hausman Test
Equation: Untitled

Test cross-section random effects

Chi-Sq.
Test Summary Statistic Chi-Sq. d.f. Prob.
Cross-section random 16.870320 5 0.0048

Source: From Eviews, 8, 2021
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4.5. Discussions of regression results

The results of the multiple regression model between leverage (dependent
variables) and the Five Explanatory variables are reported in Table 4.3.

Dependent Variable: LEV
Method: Panel Least Squares
Date: 01/04/21 Time: 10:36
Sample: 2009 2018

Periods included: 10
Cross-sections included: 6

Total panel (balanced) observations: 60

Variable Coefficient Std. Error  t-Statistic ~ Prob.

PR 0.057300 0.060616  0.945287  0.3492
SZ -0.036772 0.014843 -2.477457  0.0167
TG 0.138866 0.057977 2.395187 0.0205
GR 0.195324 0.030523  6.399218  0.0000
AGE 0.077350 0.034236  2.259335  0.0283
C 0.875022 0.030987 28.23808 0.0000

Effects Specification

Cross-section fixed (dummy variables)

R-squared 0.828432 Mean dependent var ~ 0.864546
Adjusted R-squared  0.793418 S.D. dependent var 0.024383
S.E. of regression 0.011083 Akaike info criterion  -6.002749
Sum squared resid ~ 0.006018 Schwarz criterion -5.618786

Log likelihood 191.0825 Hannan-Quinn criter.  -5.852560
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F-statistic 23.66005 Durbin-Watson stat 2.028267

Prob(F-statistic) 0.000000

Source: From Eviews, 8, 2021

The results indicate a negative relationship between profitability and leverage. The results, which
are also consistent with previous studies (Frank and Goyal, 2009; Kibrom, 2010) show that
higher profits increase the level of internal financing. Profitable banks accumulate internals
reserves and this enables them to depend less on external funds. Even though profitable banks
may have better access to external financing, the need for debt finance may possibly be lower, if
new investments can be financed from accumulated reserves. This finding is consistent with the
pecking order theory that suggests that profitable firms prefer internal financing to external

financing.

The results also indicate a statistically significant positive relationship between size and
leverage. The results suggest that the bigger the bank, the more external funds it will use. One
reason is that, larger banks are more diversified and hence have lower variance of earnings,
enable them to manage high debt ratios. The providers of the debt capital are more willing to
lend to larger banks as they are perceived to have lower risk levels. On the other hand, smaller
banks may find it relatively more costly to resolve issues of information asymmetries with the
providers of capital debt, thus, may present lower debt ratios. This result supports financial

theory and is consistent with the empirical evidence.

The results show a positive relation between growths on the one hand and leverage on the other
hand this finding also supported by Ross, et al (2008) Growing firms place a greater demand on
the internally generated funds of the firm It means pecking order theory indicates the positive
relationship between growth and leverage. Consequently, banks with a relatively high growth
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rate will tend to look at short-term less secured debt first then to longer-term more secured debt

to finance their growth.

Although, the results on Table 4.3 show a negative relation between bank size and leverage. For
bank size, in this study, the sign of tangibility variable coefficient is found to be negative and
statistically significant.

The negative and statistically significant influence of age in this study was consistent with a
theoretical analysis of pecking order which state that high bank size use internal resources
instead of external to finance their projects. Therefore, this negative effect of bank size on
leverage was also largely consistent with the empirical evidence of Deesomsak et al. (2004),
Ahmed et al., (2010), and Najjar and Petrov (2011).

Table 4.7 Summary of actual and expected signs of explanatory variables on the dependent

variables
Explanatory | Expected | Actual | Significance | Decision
Variables Sign ] on

Sign _

Hypothesis

Profitability - - Significant | Accept
Growth + + Insignificant | Reject
Bank size + + Significant | accept
Age + - Significant | Accept
Tangibility + - Significant | Accept

Source: Own design from E-view result.
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CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
5. Introduction

This chapter presents the summary of the study in section 5.2, conclusion in section 5.3,
recommendations for policy in section 5.4.

5.1 Summary of findings

The objective of this study was to find out the determinants of capital structure of private
commercial banks in Ethiopia. The study used inferential research design to find out the
relationship between independent variables and dependent variables of the study. The population
of this study was all the 16 privet commercial banks in Ethiopia currently licensed by the
National Bank of Ethiopia to operate among sixteen the researcher took six that generates
financial statement from 2007 onwards. Secondary data was drawn from the financial statements
of National banks of Ethiopia from 2009-2020. The data was analyzed using descriptive analysis

and multiple regression analysis.

5.2 Conclusion

This study examines the determinants of capital structure of Ethiopian Private commercial banks in
Ethiopia In contrast to early studies, the main focuses is on private banks because government own
banks like Ethiopian commercial bank their contribution to the GDP is four times larger than all
private commercial banks in Ethiopia.The findings of prior empirical studies have

providedvarying evidence related to the impact of these factors on capital structure. Furthermore,
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the majority of these studies have been conducted in developed countries that have many

institutional similarities.

From the descriptive statistic the average (mean) debt to equity ratio (DER) of the cased
commercial banks is found to be 0.864546 signifying the banks in Ethiopia are financed by
debts. That is, the banks* financing decision is inclining to deposit (or debt) mobilization than to

the equity financing.

In light of the above, the main objective of this study was to examine the relationship between
leverage and firm specific (profitability, Size, growth, tangibility, and age) determinants of
capital structure decision, and to understand about theories of capital structure that can explain
the capital structure of private commercial banks in Ethiopian. To achieve the intended objective
the study used inferential research design. The collected data were analyzed by employing OLS

model by using E-view ‘8’.

From the analysis the data analyzed for this study. As can be seen in the table above, the model
estimated gives the following result. The estimated model above has an R2 and Adjusted
R282.84% and 79.34% respectively as its coefficient of variation. This indicates that the
variations or changes in the capital structure of the understudied bank in Ethiopia not only
determined by the dependent variables selected for this study. This is further supported by the F-
Statistic which is given at 23.66005 and significant at 1% level of significance from the F-
Statistic Prob. This shows that the coefficients of the variables in our model are statistically
different from zero. The Durbin-Watson Statistic estimated at 2.028267 indicates that there is no
trace of serial correlation in the error terms of our model which may render it a spurious

regression.

5.3 Recommendation
From the finding the researcher obtains result based on that the under listed recommendation

suggested:

The study recommends that through this study, it is hoped that major players such as bank

managers, financial analysts and policy maker will have better understanding about the factors
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which may influence the capital structure of the Ethiopian banking sector and enhance
competitiveness in the banking sector. Therefore, banks should pay greater attention to these
significant variables in determining their capital structure this analysis indicated that the
variables of profitability tangibility, growth size, and age were significantly related to leverage
ratio. The analysis R2 gives a result of 82.84% this implies that the variable which studied not
give optimal determinant of capital structure so banks must research other than the studied

variables in order to optimize the determinant of capital structure.

5.3. Recommendations for future studies

This study examined only firm specific determinants of capital structure of banks in Ethiopia
because of resource and time limitation. Thus, future researcher may address these deficiencies
by including external variable like inflation, GDP, interest rate and ownership structure, in order
to demonstrate the impact of both internal and external variables on the choice of capital

structure.
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Appendix
Dependent Variable: LEV

Method: Panel Least Squares
Date: 01/04/21 Time: 10:36
Sample: 2009 2018

Periods included: 10
Cross-sections included: 6

Total panel (balanced) observations: 60

Variable Coefficient Std. Error t-Statistic Prob.

PR 0.057300  0.060616 0.945287 0.3492

Sz -0.036772  0.014843 -2.477457 0.0167

TG 0.138866  0.057977 2.395187 0.0205

GR 0.195324  0.030523 6.399218 0.0000

AGE 0.077350  0.034236 2.259335 0.0283

C 0.875022  0.030987 28.23808 0.0000
Effects Specification

Cross-section fixed (dummy variables)

R-squared 0.828432 Mean dependent var 0.864546

Adjusted R-squared 0.793418 S.D. dependent var 0.024383

S.E. of regression 0.011083 Akaike info criterion -6.002749

Sum squared resid 0.006018 Schwarz criterion -5.618786

Log likelihood 191.0825 Hannan-Quinn criter. -5.852560

F-statistic 23.66005 Durbin-Watson stat 2.028267

Prob(F-statistic) 0.000000

Source: From Eviews, 8, 2021
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Correlated Random Effects - Hausman Test
Equation: Untitled

Test cross-section random effects

Chi-Sq.
Test Summary Statistic Chi-Sq. d.f. Prob.
Cross-section random 16.870320 5 0.0048
Source: From Eviews, 8, 2021
Heteroscedasticity Test: White
F-statistic 1.743617 Prob. F(20,39) 0.0677
Obs*R-squared 28.32374 Prob. Chi-Square(20) 0.1020

Scaled explained SS  28.64878 Prob. Chi-Square(20)  0.0949

Source: From Eviews, 8, 2021

12
Series: Standardized Residuals
10 Sample 2009 2018
iy ] Obsenvations 60
8 | Mean -4.61e-17
- Median 0.001121
6 Maximum  0.019949

Minimum -0.037675
— Std. Dev. 0.011710
4- Skewness  -0.651574

Kurtosis 3.497472
. Jarque-Bera 4864185
0 H ] | | Probability ~ 0.087853
004 -003° 002 001 0.00 001 0.02

Source: From Eviews, 8, 2021
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Raw data

year
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
2009

banks
AlIB

AIB
AIB
AIB
AIB
AIB
AIB
AIB
AIB
AlIB
BOA
BOA
BOA
BOA
BOA
BOA
BOA
BOA
BOA
BOA
DB
DB
DB
DB
DB
DB
DB
DB
DB
DB
NIB

LEV

0.8832
0.8816
0.8707
0.8651
0.8646
0.8739
0.8705
0.8711
0.8889
0.8654
0.8543
0.8312
0.8604
0.8342
0.8456
0.8644
0.8675
0.8738
0.8853
0.8673
0.9066
0.9091
0.9047
0.8957
0.8964
0.8817
0.8819
0.8825
0.8847
0.8642
0.8484

PR

0.0314
0.0442
0.0499
0.0445
0.0439
0.0414
0.0361
0.0333
0.0280
0.0477
0.0266
0.0312
0.0354
0.0351
0.0284
0.0465
0.0275
0.0278
0.0260
0.0345
0.0362
0.0371
0.0430
0.0510
0.0412
0.0436
0.0389
0.0333
0.0239
0.0299
0.0459

GR

0.2495
0.1916
0.2146
0.1525
0.1967
0.2581
0.1609
0.1939
0.2946
0.2405
0.2203
0.1279
0.1372
0.1167
0.1866
0.1017
0.1750
0.1878
0.3355
0.2082
0.1956
0.2122
0.1573
0.1633
0.1128
0.1009
0.1131
0.1334
0.1747
0.2378
0.2406
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TG

0.0229
0.0286
0.0254
0.0274
0.0321
0.0318
0.0380
0.0393
0.0285
0.0438
0.0142
0.0122
0.0119
0.0116
0.0000
0.0432
0.0640
0.0642
0.0490
0.0560
0.0113
0.0133
0.0132
0.0150
0.0161
0.0273
0.0276
0.0280
0.0240
0.0619
0.0117

SZ

3.8077
3.9001
4.0050
4.0769
4.1720
4.3017
4.3778
4.4714
4.6230
4.7425
3.7385
3.7979
3.8620
3.9159
4.0056
4.0522
4.1357
4.2260
4.4035
4.5049
3.9882
4.0918
4.1661
4.2435
4.2955
4.3417
4.3938
4.4560
4.5394
4.6573
3.6818

age

1.1139
1.1461
1.1761
1.2041
1.2304
1.2553
1.2788
1.3010
1.3222
1.3424
1.0414
1.0792
1.1139
1.1461
1.1761
1.2041
1.2304
1.2553
1.2788
1.3010
1.6435
1.6532
1.6628
1.6721
1.6812
1.6902
1.6990
1.7076
1.7160
1.7243
0.6021



2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018

NIB
NIB
NIB
NIB
NIB
NIB
NIB
NIB
NIB
uB
uB
uB
uB
uB
uB
uB
uB
uB
uB
WB
WB
WB
WB
WB
WB
WB
WB
WB
WB

0.8465
0.8354
0.8154
0.8178
0.8172
0.8358
0.8409
0.8595
0.8733
0.8882
0.8919
0.8833
0.8746
0.8796
0.8674
0.8826
0.8800
0.8851
0.8946
0.8532
0.8347
0.8532
0.8078
0.8644
0.8093
0.8537
0.8485
0.8435
0.8603

0.0389
0.0412
0.0272
0.0251
0.0795
0.0795
0.0775
0.0370
0.0467
0.8882
0.8919
0.8833
0.8746
0.8796
0.8674
0.8826
0.8800
0.8851
0.8946
0.0611
0.0396
0.0454
0.0243
0.0224
0.0167
0.1910
0.1366
0.0264
0.0357

0.1950
0.1604
0.1407
0.0950
0.1491
0.1893
0.1626
0.2469
0.2124
0.0091
0.0072
0.0076
0.0112
0.0134
0.0190
0.0250
0.0283
0.0334
0.0445
0.1941
0.1086
0.2877
0.0343
0.1969
0.0755
0.1801
0.1531
0.2272
0.2352
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0.0121
0.0106
0.0115
0.0136
0.0204
0.0230
0.0249
0.0248
0.0723
0.3013
0.2111
0.2368
0.1208
0.1193
0.1599
0.1730
0.1684
0.2115
0.2186
0.0113
0.0144
0.0144
0.0370
0.0347
0.0031
0.0468
0.0457
0.0454
0.0493

3.7760
3.8520
3.9178
3.9612
4.0313
4.1224
4.1995
4.3226
4.4263
3.6676
3.7706
3.8879
3.9438
3.9990
4.0747
4.1572
4.2373
4.3405
4.4476
3.7091
3.7591
3.9064
3.9215
4.0168
4.0509
4.1371
4.2092
4.3212
4.4376

0.6990
0.7782
0.8451
0.9031
0.9542
1.0000
1.0414
1.0792
1.1139
0.9031
0.9542
1.0000
1.0414
1.0792
1.1139
1.1461
1.1761
1.2041
1.2304
0.9542
1.0000
1.0414
1.0792
1.1139
1.1461
1.1761
1.2041
1.2304
1.2553
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