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1. ‘Absurd’ originally means ‘out of harmony’, in a musical context. Hence its dictionary
defnition: ‘out of harmony with reason or propriety; incongruous, unreasonable,
illogical’. In common usage, ‘absurd’ may simply mean ‘ridiculous’,
. absurd is that it is “the divorce between man and his life, the actor and his setting
3. The absurd is born of this confrontation between the human need and the
unreasonable silence of the world
4. ‘Absurd is that which is devoid of purpose. ... Cut of from his religious, metaphysical,
and transcendental roots, man is lost; all his actions become senseless, absurd, useless.’
5. Absurdism as a philosophy refers to the fundamental nature of conflict in human
tendency to find meaning and inherent value in life and inability in the same in a
purposeless existence in an irrational universe

N

6. Even though Theatre of the Absurd plays were being written by playwrights well known in 1939 and
the plays became popular by the early 1950s

7. Theatre of the Absurd or absurdism is a movement where theatre was less concerned with a plot that
had a clear beginning, middle, and end, but dealt with the human condition. Two major playwrights of
this time were Samuel Beckett and Eugene lonesco. Samuel Beckett’s plays tended to deal with the
human condition in the metaphysical sense while Eugene lonesco’s plays tended to deal with social

relationships

8. Questions of Existence
Absurd plays raise some basic questions of existence like- why we are alive why we
have to die and why there is injustice and sufering.

9. Distrust in Language
For absurdist playwrights, language is only a meaningless communication and
stereotyped exchange of ideas because words fail to express essence of human
existence.

10. Tllogical Speeches and Meaningless Plots
By illogical speeches and meaningless plots, they wish to establish a feeling of freedom
to make their own worlds. Dr. Culik says,

1. Re-establishment of man’s communion with Universe
They attempt to restore the importance of myth and rituals in the life of man and
make them aware of the ultimate realities of their life.

12. Emphasize on Abstract Values of Life
Absurdists force us to look at our abstract values of life like love and family. Thus, we
may hope to accept the absurdity of life and try to and values in a world devoid of
them.



13. Vagueness about Time, Place and Character
Absurdists have no time, place and character in their plays as they feel that there is
no past or future,only the repetition of the present

14. Lack of communication amid characters
Each character lives an egoistic life and attempts to get another character to
understand him and this results in more alienation.

15. the main character in a play we automatically accept his point of view see the world
in which he moves with his eyes

16.The more complex characters are in crisis because the world around them is

Incomprehensible

17. The element of language still plays an important part in this conception, but what Aappens on the
stage transcends, and often contradicts, the words spoken by the characters

18. Despite its reputation for nonsense language, much of the dialogue in Absurdist plays

is naturalistic.

19. Absence, emptiness, nothingness, and unresolved mysteries are central features in many
Absurdist plots

20. The plots of many Absurdist plays feature characters in interdependent pairs, commonly
either two males or a male and a female.

21. Asimilar sense of the senselessness of life, of the inevitable devaluation of
ideals,purity, and purpose, is also the theme of much of the work of dramatists of

absurdist
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